~ THE HOTTEST
TATTOOED
/ WOMEN
/ INFILM

JESSIE LEE

ANDY SAN
DIMAS

BONNIE
ROTTEN

CHESTER
BENNINGTON

LOUIEVITO
HBO'S GIRLS

BELLATOR
FIGHTING

COHEED
AND
CAMBRIA

EEEEEEEEEEEE
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

99999999999
02>

0







B L R R R R R R RRRRRRRRERRBBBRRRRR ImmHw

TSR T TR T IR

BACKWOOD

The Backwood is an all-weather boot/athletic shoe
hybrid. The rugged boot upper is built atop a sole that is
part rubber, part SUPRAFOAM. The heavy-duty rubber,
lug outsole is ideal in any terrain, while the SUPRAFOAM
mid sole creates a lighter and more comfortable boot.

Available in waterproof brown leather on black
SUPRAFOAM, black SUPRATUF on white SUPRAFOAM,
and black suede on grey SUPRAFOAM.

SUPRA &7

SUPRAFOOTWEAR.COM



ERIK ELLINGTON / LIZARD KING / TERRY KENNEDY / TOM PENNY / KEVIN ROMAR
WINDSOR JAMES / SPENCER HAMILTON / BOO JOHNSON / DANE VAUGHN

KR3WDENIM.COM



















table of contents

On the cover: EMMA MAE; photo: WARWICK SAINT; stylist: XINA GIATAS; hair: SEUI at The Wall Group; makeup:
8 | INKEDMAG.COM QUINN MURPHY at Defacto; location: FAST ASHLEY'S; Maison Close bra; stylist's own shoes.
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No additives in our tobacco
does NOT mean a safer cigarette.
GET YOUR TRIAL OFFER.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitiing Smoking | O/GARETTES TryAmericanSpirit.com
Now Greaﬂy Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. Trial offer restricted to U.S. smokers 21 years 1-800-435-5515

of age or older. Offer void in MA and where
prohibited. Additional restrictions may apply. CO D E: 92226
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Place yourself front and center in the world of the
tattoo art industry. Grab the coveted attention of
the magaz own editorial team when you
showcase your ink and your personality for the
chance to be featured or photographed by Inked.

Available on the
D App Store

ANDROID APP ON

P> Google play
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ink well

We love love. It can make us feel euphoric and, at times, it can hurt just as
much as a tattoo machine. But in honor of this month of heart-shaped boxes
and red roses, we've decided to dive right past the dinner-and-movie courting
phase and head straight to the sex—which can also cause pleasure and pain.

To kick things off we dispatched Tyler Trykowski (1) to a Chicago bar's
weekly Porn and Chicken party and arranged for Suzanne Weinstock Klein (2)
to talk about awkward sex with Girls writer Leslie Arfin, who was photographed
by Natalia Mantini (3).

Other photographers who lent their skills to this issue were Brandon Flint
(4), who shot a portrait of snowboarder Louie Vito, and Christopher Hinkle (5),
the lensman who juxtaposed Linkin Park’s colorful singer Chester Bennington
with a stark background in Arizona. Richard Bienstock (6) then talked to Ben-
nington about a superfan who has been copying his tattoos piece-by-piece.
And Meredith B. Lindemon (7) asked Coheed and Cambria’s frontman Claudio
Sanchez about his band’s latest comic-book-to-album creation.

Now back to the sex. We heard that our readers appreciate sexy tattooed
women. Well, we have pages and pages of them this month. Warwick Saint
(8) shot our Inked Girl, Emma Mae, then kept the heat level high by delivering
a 2013 installment of our pictorial on the hottest tattooed women of porn; this
one features Bonnie Rotten, Cadence St. John, Andy San Dimas, and other
adult-film goddesses. You'll likely recognize a name, a face, or a tattoo or two
in the feature—and if you say that you don't, you're only lying to yourself.

Rocky Rakovic

Editor
editor@inkedmag.com



e
BLAQ PAQ TRAVELER
WWW.SULLENCLOTHING.COM y

SKELETAL COMSTRUCTION

TSA TRAVEL COMPARTMENT SIZE

) () (D)

PROTECTED PAINTBRUSH SLOTS

——
—
L

FOAM PADDED TATTOO
MACHINE REMOWVABLE CASE

EASY RIDE LUGGAGE WHEELS

P >4 M

WATER RESISTANT FABRIC

-
-
-

3 REMOWVABLE STORAGE CASES

COLLAPSIBLE TRAVEL ARM
REST PADDED COMPARTMEMNT

HEANY DUTY WEIGHT TESTED
HAMNDLES AMND STRAPS

ADJUISTABLE & REMOWVABLE
INTERIOR COMPARTMEMNTS

DOUBLE LOCK UTILITY ZIPPERS

CUSHIONED LAPTOP SLEEVE

HEAWY DUTY VINYL COATED
RIP STOP MATERIAL

) (30) () (D) (B9 -0 (&)



Love is not
a game of
Kat and
Maus.

LEAVE KAT AND MAUS ALONE

Relationships are for two [people] alone, and not a jury of peers. | can only
imagine that a “celeb couple” has nothing but advice and criticism thrown
at them constantly, so a happy partnership can't be easily obtained by any
means! | love Kat, | love her spirit. Everybody deserves to be happily in love.

BETH HARRIS, Athens, AB

RESCUE, INC.

A huge thank-you for printing the
“Underdogs” article (December/
January issue). | have a pit bull rescue
myself; she is my pride and joy. | suf-
fer from so much criticism and judg-
ment because | am heavily tattooed
and | own a pit bull. Putting this article
in the issue is showing the world that
these dogs deserve a chance to be
understood and cared about.

LAUREN HOEKSTRA

Grand Rapids, Ml

THEY’RE BAAACK

| saw that Kat Von D and Deadmau5
broke up, and then | saw that you

put them on your cover. A few days
after the issue came out they got back
together! Maybe after reading your
article they decided to work things out?
SALLY HUDSON

Los Angeles

[Editor’s note: Yep, we take all the
credit. In fact, if their first child’s
name isn't INKED we'll feel under-
appreciated.]

OUR BAD: We misidentified Kat Von D's bracelet on our Dec/Jan cover. It is made by Alethea
1915, a cool independent jewelry company based in Vancouver.

14 | INKEDMAG.COM

KAT VON D AND DEADMAUS

MELINDA PAULSEN Everybody says
“couple tattoos” are a jinx, and usu-
ally I'm like F- that, that's so stupid.
I'm still getting one when | get mar-
ried to my fiancé—after what we've
been through so far, it's going to
take a lot to jinx us.

SPARKY NOVACK She's an amazing
tattoo artist and she's got awesome
style!

MAC MILLER

SPENCER HYPIO Love the style of
prison shading.

RUSSELL SIMIMIONS Dude's got ballin-
ass sleeves and he's a badass.
Props to the Mill Man.

ANGELA & JIM SAUNDERS
MCKINNEY, TX

MARIA EDIBLE
ISAAC DAVE Those are the luckiest

Want to be a Reader of the Month?
E-mail photos to inkedgirl@inkedmag.com.

ketchup and mustard bottles in the
world!

VICTORIA WEAVER Her tattoos are
awesome! | actually really like the
back piece.

EMII

JDUB SHOW This is a dope article, girl.
RICHARD MIDDLETON Why do | get
the feeling she could kick my ass
even in high heels?

ALEX MCWATT
ERIC DALMEDO He did my Arsenal
tattoo. Good dude and great work.

.k

TRAVIS BARKER

CHARLIE PORTING “People will judge
you for having tattoos but people
with tattoos will never judge for not
having any.” That man is a saint!

BY: JOSH WOODS AT BLACK 13 TATTOO PARLOR,
NASHVILLE, TN ON: STEPH SCHWEITZER

WRITE US. Got something to say? Send all praise, notes of complaint,
story suggestions, and other comments to letters@inkedmag.com. All

submissions should include the writer's name and address. Letters may be edited
for clarity, length, and content. Also join the party at facebook.com/inkedmag.

TATTOO OF THE MIONTH

KAT VON D AND DEADMAUS, DAN MONICK; ANGELA AND JIM SAUNDERS, AMANDA BRASWELL


http://www.facebook.com/melinda.paulsen.5
http://www.facebook.com/sparky.novack
http://www.facebook.com/spencer.hypio
http://www.facebook.com/russell.simmons.1612
http://www.facebook.com/isaac.dave1
http://www.facebook.com/Maddyjuju
http://www.facebook.com/jdubontheradio
http://www.facebook.com/richard.middleton.9066
http://www.facebook.com/edalmedo
http://www.facebook.com/charlie.porting

STYLING, BETHANY WOLOSKY; MODEL'S OWN SHIRT; SEVEN 'TIL MIDNIGHT UNDERWEAR.

My
FAVORITE
INK

Name: Kleio Valentien
Occupation: porn star
Hometown: Austin, TX
“My favorite tattoo is a black-and-gray floral
piece that goes up my waist to the right side of
my ribs. A good friend of mine, Ryan Dodson,
who owns Freedom Machine Tattoo in Pfluger-
ville, TX, had tattooed the left side of my head
and my left calf. So when | decided to add to
my tattoo collection—which now totals 18—I
sought out his expertise. There's not a pro-
found story behind my decision for this tattoo;
Ryan and | just collaborated on a great idea. |
love that | wouldn't change anything about this
ink. It is a good thing when the outcome is as
great as the vision because you live with that
expression on your body forever.”

PHOTO BY CHAD GRIFFITH
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EXIT THROUGH THE GIFT SHOP

Graffiti and tattoo artist Fuzi UVTPK is known for his “ignorant style,”
which graces the streets of Paris, galleries such as Le Salon, and now
the rib cage of Scarlett Johansson. The starlet visited his art exhibition
and walked away with a permanent souvenir. Fuzi's artistic horseshoe
nicely complements the soft features of its wearer—quite the lucky lady.

16 | INKEDMAG.COM

Florida tattoo artist Walter Smith
had planned to speak at Career
Day at his daughter's school, as
he had for the past two years,
but this year he was uninvited.
Smith says the Clearwater Middle
School principal e-mailed him that
parents complained he was pro-
moting an ‘“alternative lifestyle.”
Smith told his local ABC affiliate
that he discouraged kids from

getting tattoos before they turned
18 and promoted awareness of
hygiene during his previous pre-
sentations. “Teenagers are going
to go out and do what they want,
and I'd rather educate them on
how to make a wise decision,”
he said. When news spread, a
teacher in Ohio reached out to
Smith and asked him to Skype his
messages to her class.

of Americans with
tattoos say that the ink
makes them feel sexy,
according to a Harris Poll.

To set the mood for the release of Gangster Squad,

a '40s- and '50s-era noir film starring Sean Penn,
Ryan Gosling, and Emma Stone, Warner Brothers asked tattoo artist Mister
Cartoon to customize a period car. “Being able to connect a lowrider to a
Hollywood film is the best,” Cartoon says. “Warner Brothers let me do what
| wanted to do and mural my '39 Chevrolet. This movie documents a beauti-
ful era for both cars and fashion in Los Angeles history. | was raised around
Chevys from the '30s, '40s, and '50s, and my father tested me on the different
eras of cars’ body lines—that's how important car culture is in Los Angeles.”

CAR, FRAZER HARRISON
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NAKED LADIES’ NIGHT

Porn and Chicken is (what it sounds like and) the tastiest bar
promotion in Chicago—you better bring your appetitie.
T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

While Porn and Chicken may sound like a pathetic
day at a frat house, it's not. Here's what you'll find
outside Evil Olive, a tiny bar in Chicago's Ukrainian
Village, on any given Monday night: girls writhing
buck naked in cages or dancing on every elevated
surface within reach, a leather-clad burlesque queen
grinding sparks and breathing fire, more breasts
bared per square inch than Bourbon Street, revelers
with costumes and dance moves that defy physics,
motorcycles revved out onto the dance floor, porn
on every TV, and fried chicken in every hand. Locals
call this party Porn and Chicken. Tourists might call
it illegal. Amazingly, it's not—the party’s been getting
legitimately wilder by the week for two years running.

18 | INKEDMAG.COM

Sweet-faced, sharp-tongued, tattooed vixen
Mandi Mae Black is the cofounder and cohost
of the affair. She and her crew call themselves
SRTB, for “So Ready to Bang,” and despite the
fact that half their nights end in memory loss, their
unforgettable antics have secured their reputation
as Chicago's most deranged merrymakers this
side of Prohibition. Their party has been voted
Chicago's best two years in a row by readers
of Chicago Reader, and for good reason. In the
words of Black herself: “Porn and Chicken isn't
about, well, porn and chicken. That's there. But
this isn't just some in-your-face dance party—it's
an experience.” —Tyler Trykowski

COCKTAIL CONVERSATION

A chat with Mandi Mae Black

INKED: What are your favorite tattoos?

MANDI MAE BLACK: There's two—I have “Maneater”
across my knuckles. I'm a big Hall and Oates fan,
and when | had the idea | said, “How can | not
get this now that I've thought of it?” The other is
on the inside of my arm, an old perfume bottle with
the god Pan on it, from one of my favorite books,
Tom Robbins’s Jitterbug Perfume. It stands for
forever young, immortality—that one means a lot.

Where and when do you like to go into the shop? Oddly
enough, | always end up getting tattooed when

I'm really hung over. | guess I'm a glutton for pun-
ishment, or it makes it seem more bearable. Cer-
tain days when I'm hung over I'll be like, | need to
go out and get a tattoo today. Most of mine were
done by Jason Hoodrich at Taylor Street Tattoo.

What does it take to throw a party like Porn and Chicken?
Having a good core of people around you is
important—SRTB is really a family and we rely on
each other a lot, and that extends to the partygo-
ers too. We kind of just fell into this, and we've
continued to just do what we want to do. Never
listen to anyone who says you can't do something.
They said we couldn't have a fire performer at Evil
Olive; they said we couldn't bring a motorcycle out
onto the dance floor—well, we can and we did.
Though there were a lot of fumes when we did
that, we didn't think about that.

é

s

FIREFLY SWEET TEA VODKA
The preferred beverage to wash down

fried chicken is sweet tea so saccha-
rine it makes your teeth hurt. Firefly's
vodka version is so sneaky good you

forget it contains alcohol.

MAKER’S MARK

“I'm a whiskey girl; I love bourbon,
more specifically,” says Black. I
don’t do mixed drinks behind the bar
because I do so many shots of whis-
key.” A girl who takes her shot with a
beer? That’s our kind of gal.

SESSION PREMIUM LAGER
The stout little bottles are reminis-
cent of Red Stripe, but the amaz-
ing brew on the inside makes that
Jamaican beer taste like Bob Marley’s
bathwater. The sharpness really
cuts through greasy fried chicken.

photo by COLLEEN DURKIN
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Clockwise from above: «
Estrella; Flamingo

(cyclops to the right

by Abstrak); Caiubi;

portrait of Tatiana

Suarez; Tiburon Love.

THE EYES
HAVE IT

Tatiana Suarez’s lovely
ladies enchant.

“When people ask what | paint, | like to tell them,
‘critters and curvas,” says Miami native, Brooklyn-
based artist Tatiana Suarez. In Spanish, curvas
basically translates to a woman with curves, and
Suarez's sexual, surreal creatures have plenty of
them. The heroines of Suarez's work are women

20 | INKEDMAG.COM

with exaggerated features (pouty lips and enor-
mous doe eyes) and long necks, usually propped
with butterflies and owls—even a kookaburra—and
ornamented with fruit, leaves, flowers, sand dollars,
bubble-gum balls, and, more recently, tattoos.

A graduate of the University of Miami with
a BFA in graphic design, Suarez works in oils,
watercolors, and graphite on everything from wood
and paper to machetes and skateboard decks.
She's been getting into mural work too, with her
exotic yet sometimes creepy characters gracing
cement walls from Miami to the Bronx.

“I have a bunch of friends in the graffiti scene
who had been pushing me to get my art on the
walls, and | finally did during Miami Art Basel in
2009," Suarez explains. “My paintings are heav-

ily influenced by nature—bringing them outdoors
is almost necessary.”

At just 29 years old, Suarez has become a
regular on the themed group show circuit from
Washington, D.C. to San Francisco to Delaware,
displaying her treatment of pop culture icons—
including Mia Wallace (Uma Thurman'’s character
in Pulp Fiction) and Margot Tenenbaum (Gwyn-
eth Paltrow's character from The Royal Tenen-
baums)—around the country.

Similar to her painted ladies, Suarez lives for
ornamentation. But she leaves the artistry up to
someone else—more specifically, Javier Betan-
court out of Miami. “I've always been getting tat-
tooed,” she admits. “But at the end of last year,
| finally got sleeved.” —Kara Pound

SUAREZ, EDDY ANGEL



DEPICTED
(adj. - past participle of depict)
1. To characterize in words; describe.

in"n

Drop the “e” — Drop the “i” — and what you're left
with is our version of a word that describes the
unique demographic who are looking for a line of
apparel to represent their awesome style.
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CENT-IPAD

Play Centipede, Tempest,
Asteroids, or your favorite
coin-op game the way it
was meant to be played
with iCade ($100, ion
audio.com) for your iPad.

BUZZ OFF

The LifeStyles A:Muse Personal
Pleasure Massager ($21,
walgreens.com) was one of the
first of its kind to hit drugstore
shelves—for spontaneous fun.

—

GLASS JAW

The Gama-Go Bite Me bottle
opener ($10, wonderlandla.net)
works on bottles of beer
or True Blood.

DEUTSCHE
BOARD

The incomparable tattooer
Eddy Deutsche made a lim-
ited run of 333 decks featur-
ing this kimonoed terror for
San Francisco—based grind-
ers Krooked Skateboards
($50, your local skate shop).

. BED ROCK

/'/'/ T 1 - With candelabras on its post corners, the Medieval || {

Bed ($2,800 for queen, rockstarfurniture.net)
looks like something out of an MTV spin-off
of Cribs called Lairs.

22 | INKEDMAG.COM



ZIP-UP

Cockpit USA combines
two great icons of the
'40s with their Las Vegas
Lady A-2 Good Luck
Pin-Up Jacket ($640,
cockpitusa.com).

G

TATTOO
SLEEVE

For perhaps the one place on your
body without ink, One Tantric Plea-
sures has a line of tattoo-inspired
textured condoms ribbed in Maori
and tribal patterns (12 for $12,
onecondoms.com).

BEAUTIFUL DOLL

The Belladonna Love Doll is an
inflatable representation of the star
sporting three of her tattoos along
with her visage ($22, funlove.com).

o
'--..‘_‘_\_‘_‘.

DARK
TOWER

china mugs (4 for about

skeleton when stacked.

Phoebe Richardson’s bone

$87, farfetch.com) form a

FEEDBACK

For those about to
snack out of this
Marshall Amp Fridge
($300, marshallfridge.
com), we salute you.

FEBRUARY 2013 | 23
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INK ON
THE STREET

SUBJECT: Lawson Rhys Taylor

SPOTTED: West Village, New York City

WHERE HE GETS INKED: Everywhere, but his favorite piece is by Kiwi Damo, who
was working on the Gold Coast in Australia at the time. Damo inked a portrait of
Taylor's grandmother inside a rope chain, on his inner forearm. “It means that I'm
never alone when I'm traveling the world,” says Taylor.

WHAT HE'S WEARING: Black Scale XX Jacket ($140) and Blvck Ring Rose Gold
($65, black-scale.com).

BRAND BACKSTORY: If there is any group that wears more black than the inked it
would be the clergy—but it's a close contest. San Francisco-based clothing line
Black Scale (often seen as Blvck Scvle) stays true to their name by using mainly a
pallete devoid of color. Instead they let their shapes, the scale part, create the styl-
ing. By cutting silhouettes from slim-fitting jackets to the oversized shirts that have
become de rigueur in the urban landscape, they straddle the tastes of hipsters and
hip-hoppers. With an accessories line, collaborations with New Era and Stiissy,
and an ASAP Mob collection, Black Scale is on the streets and on the map.

WHAT ELSE HE'S WEARING: The Hundreds vest and shirt; Levi's jeans; Clark's shoes.

24 | INKEDMAG.COM photo by DANIEL EDWARD
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The last time you saw Noah
Hathaway was probably as Atreyu
in The Neverending Stary, but the
'80s child actor whao left
Hollywood on his own terms is
about to make a comeback with
the gritty crime thriller Sushi Girl.

& MOVIES |
ﬂ.ﬁ

A GOOD DAY TO DIE HARD

Yippee-ki-yay, motherfuckers! We got
a new Die Hard film—a fifth entry, to
be exact. This time, our beloved John
McClane (Bruce Willis) finds himself
on foreign soil for the very first time,
after traveling to Moscow to help
his son Jack (Jai Courtney). Unbe-
knownst to McClane, Jack is secretly
a highly trained CIA operative on a
mission to put an end to a nuclear
weapons heist. Of course, the Rus-
sian underworld is on their tail, pend-
ing doom lurks, and the clock is tick-
ing, so it's up to the father-son duo to
save the day. What better father and
son quality time? —G.M.
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Al A
INKED: What was it that
brought you back to film?
HATHAWAY: I got a Facebook
e-mail from a producer say-
ing they'd love for me to do

this movie with Mark Hamill,
Tony Todd, and Sonny Chiba.

f

WARM BODIES

Here's a zombie movie with a unique
comedy-romance-horror twist. Set in
a world filled with zombies and human
survivors, an unusual zombie by the
name of R (Nicholas Hoult) rescues a
girl named Julie (Teresa Palmer) during
azombie attack. It seems R is a unique
zombie exhibiting a form of intelligence
and feelings (think Bub from Day of
the Dead). Julie sees that R is differ-
ent, and the two form a special rela-
tionship. As R becomes increasingly
more human, a romance with Julie
evolves as the two fight for survival
while their world changes. Jonathan
Levine (50/50) directs. —G.M.

Sonny Chiba, for me, is what
did it. I'm a lifelong martial
artist. For me it was one of
the closest things to working
with Bruce Lee. We Skyped an
audition and I was on a plane
six hours later.

Do you think you'll stick with
acting? I have four movies
coming out next year. So I'm
still working. I really enjoy it.

T get to play bad guys now,
which is awesome, because

T'm all tatted up now. For me,
it's a lot more interesting than
playing the good boy next door.
T always wanted to play the bad
guy but T was always cast as
the Goody Two-shoes. So now

T get to play all those wonder-
fully cool parts I always wanted
to play when I was a kid.

In addition to getting tat-
tooed, we hear you do some
tattooing as well. My ex-wife
is a tattoo artist. I did an
apprenticeship under her for
awhile. I tattooed for two or
three years.

Will you tattoo again? I get
asked all the time. I think

the only way I would start
doing it againis if I did a
mini-apprenticeship for a
couple of months to get clean
and sharp again, which I'd
absolutely love to do. I love
tattooing. —Gil Macias

BULLET TO THE HEAD

Sylvester Stallone (Rambo, The
Expendables) plays Jimmy Bobo, a
rugged New Orleans hit man who
crosses paths with Washington, D.C.
detective Taylor Kwon (Sung Kang),
a younger, by-the-book type. But the
unlikely pair have something in com-
mon: The same man killed both their
partners. The two form an alliance to
take down the killer and his employers.
Things get even more personal when
Jimmy's daughter is held hostage by
the baddies. Jason Momoa (Conan
the Barbarian) and Christian Slater
(TV's Breaking In) also star. Walter Hill
(Last Man Standing) directs. —G.M.

IT'S NOTA
MAN’S WORLD

Margot Mifflin’s newest edition
of Badies of Subversion: A Secret
History of Women and Tattoo pays
rightful homage to the foremoth-
ers of tattoos and highlights mod-
ern goddesses. From Maud Wagner,
Betty Broadbent, and Lady Viola
to Kat Von D, it tells the complete
story of feminism and tattooing. As
others debated—and still debate-
what women can and can't do to
their bodies forever, these ladies
took control. —Jessica Dolese

SINISTER

After a slew of recent crappy horror
flms (The Apparition, The Posses-
sion), along came Sinister, one of the
few to get it right. Ethan Hawke stars
in this chilling tale about a true crime
writer researching the disappearance
of a girl after her entire family was bru-
tally murdered. The writer moves his
own family into the very same house
the murders took place in to conduct
his work. WTF? Fucked-up home
movies are discovered, and not long
after is when the demonic shit gets
real. Don't watch it alone. The Blu-ray
contains deleted scenes, commentar-
ies, and two featurettes. —G.M.
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DEAD SPACE 3

PLATFORMS: PS3, XBOX 360, PC

For the third entry in this sci-fi horror series, developer Visceral Games takes a page out of the Star Wars
playbook and heads to a frozen planet. Though he's still fighting his own personal demons, Isaac Clarke
journeys to this ice rock with a promise to eliminate the Necromorph scourge once and for all. With Sergeant
John Carver riding shotgun, you can face deadly abominations with the help of a co-op buddy for the first
time in the series. The cooperative nature robs the game of some of the atmospheric suspense, but Dead
Space 3 makes up for it with blood-pumping action. To survive these dangerous encounters, we recommend
scavenging the environment for weapon mods you can use to create new superweapons tailor-made to your

play style. Play If You Like: Aliens, Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, The Thing —Matt Bertz

ALIENS: COLONIAL MARINES

PLATFORMS: PS3, XBOX 360, PC

Touted as the true sequel to James Cameron's
Aliens and a follow-up to Aliens 3, Colonial Marines
places you and three friends on the search and res-
cue team investigating the disappearance of Ellen
Ripley and her ship crew. A sinister corporation
desperate to uncover alien artifacts is attempting to
cover up the destruction of the nearby space colony,
but the real enemies are the Xenomorphs waiting
to burst from darkened hallways and the stomachs
of your comrades. Once you exterminate as many
aliens as possible, become one of the grotesque
creatures yourself in the Left 4 Dead-style Escape
mode that pits a group of players against a horde
of human-controlled extraterrestrials. Play If You Like:
Prometheus, Dead Space, Left 4 Dead —M.B.
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NI NO KUNI: WRATH OF THE WHITE WITCH

PLATFORM: PS3

How do you resuscitate the shrinking Japanese
role-playing-game market? Enlist the help of Stu-
dio Ghibli, the famed creators of celebrated anime
movies such as Spirited Away, Princess Mononoke,
and Ponyo. Ni No Kuni combines the gorgeous art
direction of the Ghibli films with classic turn-based
role-playing battles reminiscent of the early Dragon-
Quest games. After a 13-year-old boy named Oliver
loses his mother, he journeys to a magical alternate
universe with his magical doll, Drippy, in hopes of
finding her. Along the journey, Oliver meets many
new companions who help him come to grips with
the cold realities of the world and ease his transition
into adulthood. Play If You Like: Spirited Away, Dark
Cloud, DragonQuest —M.B.
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THE Priked PLAYLIST

BY JONAH BAYER
U

O THE EVENS
“WANTED CRIMINALS"
Minor Threat frontman lan MacKaye continues
to craft innovative punk rock, and this tune
is no exception.

FIONA APPLE
“DULLTOOL”

Fiona Apple's distinctive voice shines on this
orchestral masterpiece.

BAD BRAINS
“INTO THE FUTURE”
This progressive punk track shows these
hardcore innovators still aren't done evolving.

THE BRONX
“RIBCAGE”
The Bronx's brand of raging rock keeps
growing better and more nuanced with age.

DEFTONES
“TEMPEST”
A moody mid-tempo number, this track is
classic Deftones. We missed them.

WORKOUT
“BON VOYAGE”
The Brooklyn-based band channels classic
David Bowie during this tuneful homage to a
fallen friend.

THE MOWGLT'S
“SAN FRANCISCO”
No matter how bad your day is, The Mowgli's
brand of upbeat pop will put a smile on your face.

NEUROSIS
“AT THE WELL”
They turn down the distortion and manage
to somehow sound even heavier on this
10-minute-long opus.

JENNY OWEN YOUNGS
“PIRATES”
If you think a love song can't be innovative, you
haven't heard this brutally honest anthem.
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THE HAIR
DOWN THERE

A pro says there’s no shame
in maintaining the mankini region.
TR

After watching women maintain the pubic region for
years, there for the grace of God go men. For those
who want to attempt the close shave, heavy hitter
and veteran manscaper Marcus London, of the adult
films Masseuse 3, My Mother's Best Friend 6, and
the impressive Spartacus MMXII, has some words
of wisdom. “l was shaving my junk 10 years before
| got any ink,” he says. “l started grooming the old
twig and berries when | was in my early 20s, generally
because | was having a lot of sex and felt it needed
a tidy up. But | really started to get creative in my late
20s once | became a male stripper—Magic Mike-style.”

Grooming your groin has benefits, London says.

“If a man has his bits trimmed and in good order, a
woman is bound to go the extra mile.” Much like the hair
upstairs, the hair below comes back quickly, so if you
choose the bare route you'll need almost daily upkeep.

First, London suggests giving it a wash, then break-
ing out the razor and the shave gel or, better yet, shav-
ing oil (“You can see what you are shaving,” he says).
His order of business: “Get the balls done nice, then
the shaft. ... Last, | do the pubic hair above the junk with
an electric beard shaver.”

Whatever routine you choose to embark on, tread
slowly. Even a pro like London admits, “Yes, I've had a
few close calls down by the balls.” —Robert McCormick

BRAUN CRUZERS BODY

This tool ($45, braun.com) is made for the job: You
can toggle between trimming and shaving, and
the long, slim handle is designed for easy manipu-
lation when working on hard-to-reach places.

NOXZEMA BIKINI SHAVER

Yes, these razors ($3, walgreens.com) are meant
for awoman's bikini line, but until the male
market catches up, they'll do. The head is smaller
than a regular razor’s, for nooks and crannies.

THE ART OF SHAVING SHAVING CREAM
It's what this lubricant ($25, theartofshaving.
com) doesn’t have that makes it ideal for the
boys. It's low on tingles and there’s no scent, so
you don’t end up smelling like a potpourri dish.

BADGER BALM BABY OIL

After one (gentle) pass through shaving cream,
redo the area using Badger Balm Baby Qil (5186,
badgerbalm.com); its translucence allows you
see what you are doing, for more intricate work.

30 | INKEDMAG.COM

You can
make a heart,
you can make
a landing
strip, you can
go bare ...

photo by DUSTIN COHEN

STYLIST, BETHANY WOLOSKY; MAKEUP, STEPHANIE PEREZ; MAKEUP ASSISTANT, VERONICA VELEZ; HAIR, SARA ASHANTI; HAIR ASSISTANT, ZACK ALMOG; PROP STYLING, ABBEY HOWARTH; MODEL, SISSY YEE; FABELS BY BARRIE TOP
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Residents of Simi Valley think
it's a nicer place to play and
work than its western neighbor,
the San Fernando Valley (which
has earned the nickname Parn
Valley due to the number of
adult films shot there). Simi is
home to The Tattoo Room (2315
Kuehner Dr., Suite 111), where
artist Heather Sinn, who was
featured on the first season of
Spike TV’s Ink Master, hangs
her shingle alongside partner
Danielle Oberosler and tattoo-
ists Hana Li Tek and Jack Mosher
Fujisaki (formerly of Kat Van D's
High Voltage Tattoo). If you're
like the Tattoo Room artists and
their clients who don’t want to
deal with Tinsel Town, check out
Sinn's recommendations and
skirt the city. ~Jessica Dolese
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SIMI VALLEY, CA

Welcome to Sinn City.
TR e e e e e e e e e e e e e

” #

© TRAIL TO TRY Hummingbird Trail (Rocky Peak Park) is just
the place to clear your head and smell clean air and flowers.
“We have a spectacular view of it from our shop window,” Sinn
says. “It's a great bike or hiking trail—it's very breathtaking.”
How breathtaking? “It has a unique history,” says Sinn. “I'm
told that Creature From the Black Lagoon was shot there, and
it was a favorite spot for filming old westerns.”

O BEST DIVE BAR Steer clear
of corporate establishments
and park your ass on a stool
at Judge Roy Bean's, (2780
Tapo Canyon Rd., B4). The
local dive bar pours beer
just as good as the next
place, but, Sinn says, “lt's
dirty and divey and a lot of
fun.” Drinks are cheap, and
select nights bring about
karaoke, live bands, and a
good-looking staff who are
likely to pound back a shot
QBESTPLACETOFILLUP Sawas-  with you.
dee Thai Food (1960 Sequoia
Ave.) puts outs inexpensive
staples with such a kick that
you know the cooks know their
way around spice racks. “They
have a great vegan and veg-
etarian menu, which makes my
tummy happy,” says Sinn. Try a
curry dish or the Buffalo wings
(yes, a Thai place that does
wings—you can thank us later).

© PLACE TO GET POKED After sticking people all day, Sinn likes
to unwind by being stuck herself. She swears by acupunctur-
ist Lin Lin Li Heine at Yin Yang Acupuncture (2315 Kuehner
Dr., Suite 113). “She has helped me immensely with my eye-
strain and neck pain,” says Sinn. By all accounts, Dr. Lin is a
miracle worker, and she'll leave you feeling better than you did
after your last hour under the gun.

G WHERE LOOKS COUNT Get
your hair West Coast cus-
tomized at Play Hair Lounge
(28315 Kuehner Dr., Suite
109). The atmosphere of the
salon, owned by Brig Van
Osten, winner of Bravo's
Shear Genius season three,
is tattoo-friendly. And cer-
tainly ask for Sinn's stylist,
Aly Frank, who is adept at
re-creating 'dos of yore (like,
before the faux hawk).

SAWASDEE THAI, JUDGE ROY BEAN'S, PIAY HAIR LOUNGE, JOHANNA DEEB; ACUPUNCTURE, FRANK FALAT; SIMI VALLEY SCENIC, BIG STOCK PHOTO; SINN, ALEXANDER HOPKINS
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Clockwise from below:
Classic Vans’ Chevy
Conversion Van; Hot
Tug; Coachman Luxury
Transport’s party bus;

bed in V8 Hotel.

SHAGGIN’
VWAGON
OVERHAUL

There are chick-magnet
cars, and then there are
vehicles that also offer
a place to do something
after you have a
woman’s attention.
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Cars are sexy, and it's not hard to see why. They're
tough on the outside, soft in the interior, they're
curvy, and they purr. The problem is that the most
attractive modes of transport are also inevitably
uncomfortable when you finally arrive at Make Out
Overlook. Here are our favorites rides that offer more
(room) inside. Sorry, Astro van with the airbrushed
Amazon riding a Pegasus, you did not make the cut.

CONVERSION VAN Our go-to: The Chevy Conver-
sion Van by Classic Vans is just as comfortable at
the drive-in as it is on a campground or the open
road. What sets this particular luxury liner apart
from the Vans of Hookups Past is the layout. With
its overstuffed leather seating and huge fold-down
flat-screen, it looks like a cross between a screen-
ing room and a cabin on a private jet, but with a
smoother ride.

PARTY BUS Live on Long Island, NY? Coachman
Luxury Transport's 42-passenger party bus is a roll-
ing champagne room that you can rent for the night.
Leather bench seats? Check. Flat-screens? Check.
Light-up dance floor? Check. Two stripper poles?

Double check. If you don't live on Long Island, check
your local Yelp and let the good times roll.

HOT TUG If there were an award ceremony with
the category Thing We Should Have Thought of
Sooner, we would wait with bated breath for Hot
Tug's acceptance speech. This vessel is the brain-
child of Dutch artist and engineer Frank de Bruijn,
and if there's one thing the Dutch know how to do,
it's have a good time. The genius is in its simplic-
ity: a carbon-fiber watercraft that can seat eight of
your very closest friends, be filled with water, and
heated with nothing more than the on-board wood-
burning stove. It's hot.

V8 HOTEL What's sexier than a vintage car? A vin-
tage car bed. For those not content to live a life
without at least a base coat of childlike wonder,
we submit to you the V8 Hotel, a four-star combo
of cars, kitsch, and class from Stuttgart, Germany.
With themed rooms ranging from a car wash to a
campground to a racing room complete with a first-
place podium, the V8 is exceptional without taking
itself too seriously. Das ist gut. —Nick Fierro
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INKED PEOPLE

WRITER. SCI-FI BAND. MMA FIGHTER.

»

"L THINK IT°S REALLY
IMPORTANT TO FINALLY
SHOW REAL GIRLS WITH
REAL BODIES HAVING SEX.”
~LESLEY ARFIN, WRITER FOR GIRLS

b
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LESLEY
ARFIN

inked people

The writer on HBO’s cultural phenomenon

is one of the real-life Girls.

Anyone who has watched Girls won't be sur-
prised that Lesley Arfin is as funny, self-depre-
cating, and brutally honest as the show she helps
write. Now beginning its second season, Girls, led
by star and head writer Lena Dunham, follows four
20-something women in Brooklyn as they navigate
the awkwardness of early adulthood.

Arfin has her own early career to use as inspira-
tion. She got her start as an “awful” intern at Vice
magazine, where she brought back a defunct
column called “Dear Diary,” which, after five years,
she turned into a book of the same name in 2007.
“Then nothing happened,” says Arfin. “| was
freelancing for magazines, copywriting, collecting
unemployment. | went to India, | worked for a while
at a magazine called Missbehave that folded. And
then | saw [Lena Dunham's film] Tiny Furniture.”

Arfin and Dunham began a Twitter friendship,
and when Arfin got word that Dunham was writ-
ing Girls for HBO, she submitted a hastily written
pilot—"a darker, punk rock Hannah Montana kind
of thing.” Hired, she gravitates toward writing for
the Girls wild-child character, Jessa, and Dun-
ham'’s character, Hannah.

“Jessa has a do-whatever-you-want-and-deal-
with-the-consequences-later kind of attitude,”
says Arfin. “If I'm not like that, maybe | used to be
like that—or | wish | was more like that. It's fun to
write someone who will try anything once. And it's
easy for me to identify with Hannah. | really relate
to her overinflated ego and her anxiety over guys.”

Arfin's affinity for Hannah extends to the show's
sex scenes, which are talked about both for their
awkwardness and their showcasing of Dunham'’s
imperfect naked body. “If it's controversial, it's only
because people can't deal with their own realities
about their own sex life,” says Arfin. “I think it's

photo by NATALIA MANTINI

really important to finally show real girls with real
bodies having sex. | always found that, for me, sex
could be really good but really awkward at the
same time, and | thought my sexual experiences
were wrong based on what | saw in TV and mov-
ies. It's refreshing to watch these girls and think,
Oh my God, this is gross but | also like it."

Hannah's sex scenes have also made Dun-
ham'’s plentiful tattoos a prominent presence on
the show, and body adornment is something Arfin
shares. Eclectic is a mild way to describe her
work, done mostly by Michelle Tarantelli at Saved,
in Brooklyn. The story of her ink is best told in
her own words: “I have a baby riding a swan and
crying. | don't know why she's crying. She just
doesn't like riding the swan. And | have a baby
in a banana. | have a Germ circle, which is really
stupid. The Germs are this band and it's just a
blue circle on my arm that looks like a doughnut
and makes my arm look fat and | hate it. | have my
old cat's name tattooed on me. | have Long Island,
New York City. | have hearts on my fingers. | have
a blank banner, and | let people write stuff into it
at parties. And | have my father's name tattooed
on me—which is Duke, but everyone thinks it says
‘Dyke,” which doesn't bother me.”

It's hard to hear about Arfin’s love-hate relation-
ship with her tattoos and not notice the parallel
to the life experiences depicted in Girls. “It's kind
of like the best part of getting a tattoo is hating
it,” Arfin says. “l got all of these tattoos at differ-
ent points in my life and it's really unrealistic for
me to think I'm going to go through every day of
my entire life not regretting at least one of them.
They're a part of me, and I've made this decision—
and | can regret it, and | can live with that regret.”
—Suzanne Weinstock Klein
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From left: Travis Stever, Claudio
Sanchez, Zach Cooper, Josh Eppard.
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AND CAMBRIA

Drawing from frontman Claudio Sanchez’s sci-fi
comic book series, the band jams planet rock.

With popular interest growing in the book-to-series fantasy genre (Game of
Thrones, American Gods, Twilight), music has been no slouch. New York—based
rock outfit Coheed and Cambria have been putting out concept music based on
comic series for more than a decade, and fans anticipating their next installment
have to wait no longer: The second part of The Afterman hits this month.

The first part, The Afterman: Ascension (released October 2012), was the
band'’s sixth studio album and the prequel to the story line of the comic book
series The Amory Wars, by Coheed frontman Claudio Sanchez. The series
follows the life and times of Sirius Amory, a cosmonaut presumed dead by his
wife after the crash of his ship. Ascension focuses on the protagonist’s rise
into space, where he gets caught in a gaseous ether and discovers the Key-
work, a valuable energy source.

The new release, The Afterman: Descension, picks up where Ascension left
off. “Descension documents Sirius's return planet-side,” says Sanchez. “He
must not only figure out how to share his discovery with the world, but more
importantly, how to pick up the pieces with a wife who has already buried him
and moved on.” These consecutive albums offer listeners a sonic adventure that

takes them through Amory’s ascent to space and his descent back to earth. The
symbolic return trip is “his fall—in every way possible,” says Sanchez.

As the story has progressed, so has Coheed and Cambria’s sound. “We are
constantly making progress, challenging ourselves and growing,” says Sanchez.
“What makes Coheed the band that it is, is the variation in our music.” The band
has been consistently classified as prog rock with heavy references to Rush, but
Sanchez says the band can't be categorized: “Our music is [also] compared to
Michael Jackson, or R&B, or pop just as much, if not more, than progressive.”

Ascension made its debut at number five in Billboard's Top 200, and
Descension may make an even bigger splash. “| am continually surprised at
the level in which this band and The Amory Wars continues to grow,” says
Sanchez. “We put so much work into the story and the comics, and try to give
our fans as much as they give us.”

For devotees of the albums and comic book series, the next logical step is
a film—and fans can rejoice that it's on its way; Evil Ink Comics announced
that Mark Wahlberg will serve as producer. We can't wait to see how the story
unfolds. —Meredith B. Lindemon
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BEN
SAUNDERS

The Bellator Fighting Championships welterweight

has a tattoo of a samurai and the heart of a warrior.

When he was 14, Ben Saunders worked at McDonald's for as many hours
as child labor laws allowed. His slim paychecks—he says he made as little
as $4.30 an hour—paid for lessons in Jeet Kune Do, the martial arts system
founded by his idol, Bruce Lee. Now, as a Bellator Fighting Championships
welterweight with a 14-5-2 mixed martial arts record (as of press time), the
29-year-old Saunders has made a career in sanctioned violence. Even if he
only earns enough to get by, that's fine with him.

“I don't need crazy money,” he says. “Even if | lived in my gym, that'd be cool
as hell.”

The laughter that breaks up his sentences is at odds with the person Saun-
ders becomes inside the cage, an aggressive, rangy fighter equally skilled at
ending a fight with knees in the clinch or by sinking chokes. After gaining fame
on The Ultimate Fighter reality TV show in 2007, Saunders fought in the Ultimate
Fighting Championship and earned a 4-3 record before signing with Bellator in
2011. In January 2013, as Bellator makes its Spike TV debut, Saunders enters a
tournament of contenders vying for a shot at the organization’s welterweight title.

It's a format that Saunders knows well; he fought in two previous Bellator
tournaments, coming up short on both occasions. But he's ready to go through
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the grind again. “I'm hoping to go through this tournament the same way | went
through the other ones, and that's pretty much coming out injury-free, trying
to take some heads off—and trying to turn some heads, maybe, pull off some
unique stuff that people have maybe never seen before,” he says.

The Florida-based athlete has long trained with American Top Team, home
to countless high-level MMA fighters, but you might not know it to look closely
at his right arm. When Saunders first entered MMA competition, he was train-
ing with Gracie Barra, and he used the purse from his first bout to get a tattoo
of the Gracie Jiu-Jitsu “G" logo. A year later, he left the gym on amicable terms.
The tattoo “brings back memories of where | came from, how | got brought
up—even the history of MMA in Orlando,” he says. “We've got quite a few
places here now, but originally there was nothing.”

As MMA continues to grow, Saunders says his goals are to live by a war-
rior's principles—the same principles that inspired the samurai and dragon tat-
toos elsewhere on his body—to become a champion, and then to train a new
generation of champions to take his place. “I'm building a résumé that | can
utilize once | choose to either hang 'em up or take a break,” Saunders says.
Because, after all, fighting sure beats flipping burgers. —Jeff Harder
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Playful
Promises
bra; Guess
heels.

IN ADULT VIDEOS, EMMA MAE IS STRIKINGLY BLOND AND TATTOOED,
with few inhibitions and plenty of colorful, artful ink that pops off the screen.
But at our New York City cover shoot, the enchanting star who walked into the
studio was a shy brunette. “I'm over blond,” says Emma Mae, minutes after she
was mistaken, due to her hair color and demeanor, for an assistant on set. But
when she stepped in front of the camera, she turned it on. Her personality lights
up a room and she radiates a playful, sexy energy.

Emma Mae's first tattoo—the bottom half of her right leg—was inspired by
her mother's Japanese heritage, and she got it a month after she turned 18
from Big Al, at Family First in Wilmington, NC. “l go in to see him with a vague
idea and he takes my idea and creates an entire piece of art from it,” she says.
“I've always been an artist, so | view my tattoos as works of art.”

The small-town Southern girl who became a big-time porn star stumbled
into the business a couple years ago after contacting a Miami agency on a
whim. They flew her out the next day and she began to work—and, yes, she

does consider it work. “Those were long days—and | paid taxes,” she says.
Today, she's in semi-retirement, although she is still doing webcam videos and
thoroughly enjoying it. But if she gets into filming again, she says she would
prefer girl-on-girl scenes (she likes to hook up with women, but dates guys
long-term). Right now, she says her simple North Carolina life just doesn't
require the money, which is what initially drew her to join the industry.

“I didn't always look like this,” Emma Mae says. “| was super skinny in high
school, and even now I'm not that into myself.” While she has grown into a
smoldering woman, she hasn't lost her awkward teenage self. “I am really
goofy and a total tomboy,” says Emma Mae. As approachable as she may
be in person, most men would probably find competing for the attention of
a porn star woefully daunting. But this grounded skin queen isn't looking for
someone who can match her star power and downright mesmerizing looks.
“If I'm going to date someone, I'm more likely to date them based on their
personality,” she says. —Jessica Dolese
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Maison Close bra;
Wendy Mink ring;
Boutique 9 shoes.

Stylist: Xina Giatas

Stylist assistant: Brianna Moon
Hair: Seiji at The Wall Group
Makeup: Quinn Murphy at Defacto
Location: Fast Ashleys
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MUST MUSICIANS (NLY WORRY ABOUT PEGPLE STEALING THEIR MUSIC.
LINKIN PARK’S CHESTER BENNINGTON IS ALSO CONCERNED THAT PEOPLE
WILL COPY HIS TATTOQS. BY RICHARD BIENSTOCK PHOTOS BY CHRIS HINKLE PAGE 53




“WHAT'S THAT SHIT ON
YOUR FUCKING ARM?®

Chester Bennington's dad was pissed. His son
had made a promise to wait until at least his 18th
birthday before getting a tattoo—and here it was,
not long after that day, that the younger Benning-
ton strolled home with his first bit of ink, a Pisces
on his left shoulder. For his father, it was not so
much the image itself that set him off, but rather
what tattoos in general symbolized.

“My dad was a police officer in Arizona and so
his experiences with people with tattoos was dif-
ferent,” recalls the now 36-year-old Bennington.
“To him, they were something associated with
shitty people—convicts and criminals and guys in
gangs. And he didn’t want his son to be like that.
But I'm from a different time and | see it differently.
To me, it's a way to be free and to not be confined
by what society thinks you should or shouldn't do.
It's a way to express yourself.”

And so the 18-year-old Bennington expressed
himself with a big, colorful fish, which spurred
the aforementioned interrogation from his father.
“I responded, ‘It's a tattoo,” recalls Bennington,
stating the obvious. “And he said, ‘You know that
will never come off. You wanna be stuck with that
for your whole life?"” Bennington laughs. “And |
was 18 years old and defiant and so | went, ‘Yeah!
You're fucking right | do!"”

Almost 20 years later, Bennington now has
many tattoos—when asked for an exact count, he
responds, “I think the technical term is ‘a lot.”

He is hardly a convict or criminal, but rather the
frontman for Linkin Park, one of the most successful
rock acts of the 2000s. The band'’s debut album,
2000's Hybrid Theory, which spawned hit singles
like “One Step Closer” and “Crawling,” established
them as a leader in the then-burgeoning nu metal
movement (a categorization they have come to
despise). It also laid the groundwork for a career of
massive proportions. In a world where music seems
to have an ever-decreasing role, both financially and
in terms of cultural influence, Linkin Park still fills
sheds in the U.S. and plays to huge crowds over-
seas. They also still sell records: To date, Hybrid
Theory has moved more than 10 million units
domestically and ranks among the top 10 best-
selling releases of the first decade of the millennium.

The band has released four studio albums
since that colossal debut, including last summer's
Living Things. Their latest record follows on the
heels of two efforts, 2007's Minutes to Midnight
and 2010's A Thousand Suns, both of which,
though successful, also signaled a shift away from
the sound that had first made them superstars. In
place of thick, down-tuned riffs and baldly angst-
filled lyrics, they wrote more impressionistic songs
that incorporated electronic soundscapes, textured
guitars, and snippets of speeches from Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Mario Savio within stories
about the end of the world. “Everything about
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our sound that people thought was nu metal, we
wanted to kil it dead,” Bennington says.

They did, but perhaps at the expense of some
of the potent energy that had once defined the
band. This has been corrected on Living Things.
Case in point is the album’s first single, “Burn It
Down,” which uses a propulsive rhythm as the
foundation for a towering guitar-and-synth wall
of sound, over which Bennington lays one of his
trademark hooky vocal melodies. It's catchy but
not pandering, rocking but not simplistic.

“The fact that the record is reminding people of
the earlier Linkin Park sound is exciting to a lot of
our fans because they've been kind of wondering
if that was ever going to come back,” Bennington
says. “But they're also happy that it's not exactly
like what we did before. It might make people think
of Hybrid Theory, but it's not Hybrid Theory.”

Bennington acknowledges that the specter of
that album looms large. He even has the winged
soldier image from its cover art tattooed on his left
leg. He also has one other tattoo that is a direct
reference to the band—"Linkin Park” emblazoned
across his lower back in Old English—style letter-
ing. But in a way, neither of these is his most Linkin
Park-esque tattoo. That distinction would likely
go to what he calls his “flames”"—the ribbons of
red and blue fire that shoot forth from each of his
wrists and travel the length of his forearms.

“I got those just about the day we started our
first U.S. tour,” Bennington says. “I always said
| wouldn't get my forearms done unless | knew
| was going to have a job where | didn't have to
care about having tattoos. And once Linkin Park
signed our deal and went out on the road, it was
legit. The funny thing is, within days of me getting
the tattoos the first really big poster of the band
came out, and it was an image of me holding onto
the microphone, all sweaty, with both my forearms
up. That was pretty much the first image besides
the Hybrid Theory album cover that people
really saw of the band. And so the flames quickly
became a symbol for Linkin Park.”

They became so much of a symbol, in fact, that
Bennington says he now sees plenty of fans with
the same design on their forearms. “And that's really
strange to me. Because in my experience, if you
walk into a studio with a picture of somebody else’s
tattoos and you're like, ‘I want that,’ the artist kind of
groans. The whole purpose of having flash is for it to
mean something to you personally. It's not a T-shirt.”

He points to one particular flame-tattoo-wielding
fan who took the homage to a whole new level.
“There's a dude in China who has all of my tattoos,”
Bennington says. “Every time | get a tattoo this guy
gets a picture of it and goes to his artist and gets it
done. And it's like, Wow, that's dedication. In some
ways it's cool, but in most every other way it kinda
pisses me off. Because those are mine!”

This superfan even has a replica of Bennington’s
most personal piece, a crest on his chest with the
initials of his family members incorporated into the
design. “There's a scroll across the top that says
‘CB TB,’ which are mine and my wife's initials,” he

says. “And then underneath there's a rose and a
scroll that has the initials of my four children. So this
guy has my family's initials on his chest. And now |
have twin girls that | have to add to the piece. He'll
probably get those too. He has everything.”

Everything would include, among other tattoos,
the six-armed alien on Bennington's back. “A tat-
too artist friend told me, ‘When you're onstage you
have an ability to reach out and make every person
in the room feel like you're performing for them,"”
he explains. There are also various dragons, koi
fish, flowers, skulls, and other images on his arms,
torso, and legs. Though Bennington says he has
had work done all over the world, most of his tat-
toos—including that first Pisces design—were
inked at Club Tattoo, the Arizona-based parlor run
by Sean Dowdell and his wife, Thora. Bennington
has known Dowdell for years—in the '90s the two
played together in the Phoenix-based band Grey
Daze. After that band broke up, Dowdell went on
to focus on Club Tattoo while Bennington hooked
up with Linkin Park and moved to Los Angeles.
“There was a period of time after Grey Daze where
Sean and | weren't very close,” Bennington says.
“Had we been closer | probably would have ended
up at the shop, apprenticing in piercing and tattoo
design. I'd probably be working there today.”

Things worked out a bit differently, of course,
although Bennington eventually found his way
into the Club Tattoo organization. Years ago, the
Dowdells invited him to be a partner in the busi-
ness. “They were doing fine. They didn't really need
a partner,” Bennington says. “It was really just a
way for us to participate in something fun together.”
Bennington's vision was to expand the business
beyond the handful of shops in their native Arizona
and forge a national presence. “l wanted to put the
shops up in areas where the world would come to
us,” he says. “And out of that came our Las Vegas
location, which has been hugely successful, and
also the new location in San Francisco, right off
Pier 39. That's a place where | think something like
50 million people a year will walk by our storefront.”

One area of the business he hasn't delved
into is the actual tattooing. “Different people
have asked me to tattoo them, but | won't do
it,” Bennington says. “It freaks me out. They're
permanent!” But not entirely permanent: Though
Bennington says he still has a lot of work to get
done—"“There's some real estate on my left arm,
and my left leg, and | want to add some color to
my chest and back pieces”"—he also has plans to
rework some of his existing tattoos.

“I've contemplated lasering some of them,”
he admits. He'd start with the Pisces. “That one
never quite lived up to what | thought my first tat-
too would be, which is something that looks good!
But that's one of the great things about the tattoo
industry today. The technology exists to go back
and improve on what's already there.”

He laughs. “Or maybe I'll just fade everything
down and start over completely ..."

It's a thought that would likely drive one particu-
lar Chinese fan to the depths of despair. B}

GROOMING, HEIDI SPARKMAN
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ANDY SAN DIMAS

Twitter: @andysandimas
Accolades: AVN Best Actress 2011
and Xbiz Performer of the Year 2011
You may have also seen her in:
DOrive and Asking Alexandria’s video
for “To the Stage”

Outlook on the business: ‘I find it
very rewarding. I feel like people think
our job is way easier than it really is,
but it's very competitive. I feel like I've
really earned all of the awards that
T've won, and people respect that.”
Turn-ons: Long hair, metalheads, a
sense of humor, and talent

Favorite tattoo: “The Orioles on my
waist. ... I'm from Maryland and the
oriole is our state bird. The orioles
have become my trademark for fans
to recognize me by.”

Stage name origin: A young Andy
romanticized California while watch-
ing Bill and Ted'’s Bagus Journey, which
featured the town of San Dimas.
Which is a sexier enhancement,
breast implants or tattoos? “Tat-
toos, of course!”



NIKKI HEARTS

Websites: nikkihearts.com,
burningangel.com

Twitter: @NikkiHeartsXXX
Best films: The Real L Word
NYC XXX

The story of her left half
sleeve: “It's the Sunset Strip,
mid-apocalypse. It's not quite
finished, but Stacy Hill at
Evolved Bodyart in Columbus,
OH, is getting there. I've want-
ed it since I was, like, 10 years
old. 've always been super
influenced by Métley Criie and
"80s Hollywood metal.”

What she brings to the in-
dustry: “I'm definitely the only
androgynous, real leshian with
tattoos in mainstream porn.”
Thoughts on the job: ‘I get to
parade around as the only out,
rock 'n’ roll leshian who bangs
hot chicks for a living. That is
awhole lot of everything I love
and stand for.”

Next job: “A sex educator-T'll
get there before I wrinkle.”
Outlook on the industry:
“There really are girls and guys
in this industry who do it for
more than money or fame. It's
become a really fun and posi-
tive thing in life, and I always
look forward to going to work,
and I can't say that about any
other job I've had!”
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TATIYANA FOXX

Twitter: @XXXTatiyanaFoxx
Works with: Penthouse films,
Jules Jordan, and Elegant Angel
The story of her arm tattoos:
“The skulls and roses show that
T have overcome a lot of trials
and tribulations in my life and
T have become strong. I have
bloomed like a beautiful rose.
They were done by Chris Cap at
Poker’s Tattoo in Las Vegas.”
What she brings to the
industry: “I feel that I am very
intriguing. Tam not a size 0, I
have tits, ass, a gorgeous face,
and great skills.”

If she weren’t in porn: “[I'd
be] a saxophonist, coroner, or
photographer.”

Stage name origin: “Someone
told me I look like the actress
Tatyana Ali, and I came up with
the Foxx part because I think
foxes are sly, cunning, and
beautiful-plus, this old guy told
me I am a fox.”

Turn-ons: “A goatee, some
nice, manly hands—no nail
biters—good personal hygiene,
somewhat of a nice body, a
sense of humor, and a job.”

DEVORA LIBIN NECKLACE; SNOOKI COUTURE BRACELET; VIENTO RING; MODEL'S OWN CORSET.
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CADENCE ST. JOHN

Website: oitomboy.com
Twitter: @cadencestjohn
Best films: Lesbian Spotlight:
Cadence St. John and Soaking
Wet Mess

Accolades: 7 Insider’s Top
10 Alt Porn Stars, 2010 Altporn.
net’s Best Alt Erotica Model,
nominated for an AVN Award
Favorite tattoo artists:
“Most of my tattoos were

done by Mark Hanson at Black
Saints and Fury at Subculture
Industries in Santa Rosa, CA,
and Coop at Kathouse Inc.”

Do fans ever recognize you
by your tattoos? “A good
amount of time. They're the
most recognizable thing about
me. I can have different looks
but the tattoos never change.”
Attitude at work: “T just bring
a natural body and my pervy
attitude-and I don't detract
from my beliefs to make a buck.”
Pro tip: “It doesn’t matter if
you're perfect-confidence is
key. We are sexual beings and
should be able to embrace it.
It's important for a healthy life.”
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EMILY PARKER

Websites: emilysplayground.
com, emilyparkerspeaks.com,
shopemilyparker.com

On Twitter and Instagram:
“Some girls will choose to
tweet only ‘sexy’ things, but I
put out a much more authentic
version of myself [via
@emilyparkerxxx].”
Must-see: Her 2013 calendar
Favorite tattoo: “On my left
arm is a little cat that my best
friend, Veronica Ricci, drew
for me when we were about 7.
I got it tattooed by Brandon
Bracamonte at Fallen Angel

in Citrus Heights, CA, on her
birthday one year. She was so
shocked and surprised that I
had saved it all these years.”
Is the job harder than it
looks? “Have you ever tried
the pile driver position? I get
excited every time I see a bed
on a set-hello, normal!”
Turn-ons: “Long walks on the
beach, and Lionel Richie ... just
kidding! Good-looking men
with tattoos, for starters. I
like people who are deep, who
can be entertaining, and who
make me laugh. I am mostly
attracted to a person’s soul.”
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BONNIE ROTTEN

Websites: bonnierotten.com,
freeones.com, berotten.com
Instagram: BeRottenxxx
Best film: Meet Bonnie
Accolades: Eight nominations
for awards, including AVN's
2013 Starlet of the Year, which
she calls “a huge honor, being
seven months into the industry
and covered in tattoos”

First tattoo: ‘T named him
Henry. He is a large zombie on
my stomach from Night of the
Living Dead: The Beginning comic
series. Kevin Combs in Cincinnati
did it over almost 13 hours.”
Motto: “If you ain’t sinnin’ you
ain't winninl,” a creed embodied
on her left foot in a hillbilly devil
by artist Nick Solomon

Stage name origin: “On the
back of my right leg is a pinup
zombie that I deemed my alter
ego. [ got it at 16 and I had to
give her an appropriate name,
s0 I put Bonnie Rotten on her
tombstone.”
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XXX
JESSIE LEE

Website: burningangel.com
Twitter: @0MGitsJessielee
Best film: Jessie Lee’s Girls’
Night Out

Most recognizable piece:
“My friend Clamore Wolfmeyer
at Black Label Tattoo in
Frederick, MD, did the tattoo on
the side of my neck. It's a rose
inside the mouth of a skull. My
other favorite is the camera

on my hand, which was by

Erich Foster over at Rise Above
Tattoo, in Buffalo, NY.”

If she weren’t in porn: “T'd
probably still be working at a
coffee shop. I was at Starbucks
for a few years before I started
doing porn.”

Turn-ons: “I'm really attracted
to heavily tattooed guys, and I
love passionate sex. Seriously,
pick me up, throw me around,
and dominate me. That’s the
best. ... I actually practice the
moves that I love on film with
my partners.”
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E BELOW THE BELT Clockwise from top
left: Diesel boxer briefs, store.diesel.
| com; American Apparel briefs, store.
I | americanapparel.net; 2(X)ist trunks, 2xist.
| com; Baskit boxer briefs, baskitwear.com.
] Center: Calvin Klein trunks, calvinklein.com.
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MELISSA PETRO: SEX WORKER

| became a sex worker at 19 years old while liv-
ing as a student abroad in Mexico. | started working
as a stripper in a club called La Trampa—trans-
lated, “the tramp” or “the trap or snare.” Earlier that
same day, | had gotten my first tattoo.

It was my tattoo artist, Angel, who introduced
me to La Trampa. He asked if | was interested in
making some cash, and to his mild amusement, |
said yes. We met later that evening and, together,
took a cab to the club.

To me La Trampa appeared as a neon flare,
glowing off the highway in the middle of the night.
Something potentially dangerous and thrilling and
just what | felt | needed. The tattoo was burning.
It felt like I'd been punched in the shoulder, and |
couldn't believe I'd gone through with it. Angel did

all the talking. | stood back and watched. The guy
at the door called for an older man | presumed to
be the owner. There was a lot of nodding over to
me as the three men talked. Eventually, the owner
turned to me and asked, “Is this what you want to
do? Are you sure?”

| worked on and off as a stripper and, later, as a
call girl, for nearly a decade. | got six more tattoos,
all butterflies, zigzagging up my back. During the
darkest period of my life, | got a large tattoo on my
left bicep—not a butterfly—that I've since covered
over. Sometimes surrendering to impulsive, irre-
versible acts can be a mistake. But an artist can
turn a mistake into something beautiful. Today, |
work as a writer and teach other sex workers to
write and share their stories.

TRAVIS HATFIELD: CONTESTANT ON OXYGEN'S LOVE GAMES: BAD GIRLS NEED LOVE TOO

Dating on TV is an unreal experience. The cameras
didn't matter after a while. | was just myself, totally
forgot they were there to film. | can honestly say |
was the realest on the show, faults and all. | can say
in all honesty that | was looking for love on the show.

| came to Love Games believing it was defi-
nitely possible to find love on TV. But after living
in the moment and thinking | had made a con-
nection with Camilla and then being eliminated
... | still believe it is possible, but | think it has
to be the right show. In the end Camilla was
the one who eliminated me. | was confused at
the moment. Now | understand she was playing
the game. | am not ashamed because | showed

that | was not playing anyone. Winning was not
as important as finding love, but it was humiliat-
ing to see all that they said about me during their
behind-the-scenes interviews. But they made
themselves look fake and trashy.

Bad girls dig guys with tattoos. Girls like guys
who are edgy and are rock stars. My favorite tattoo
has to be an eagle on my chest; to me it repre-
sents freedom and flying into the gates of heaven.
My next piece is going across my back. On one
side | want a beach, meaning life is a beach, it's
relaxing. On the other side | want a war, meaning
the other option is life as a war. With life, as in love,
there is no in-between.
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NOCTURNIA: DOMINATRIX

I worked on the business side of the music indus-
try for some years and engaged in BDSM in my
personal life with my partner. Being a professional
dominatrix wasn't in my crosshairs. It happened for
a short time but was not something | was interested
in pursuing long-term and full-time. It's my fun.

Growing up, | was fascinated by the darker side
of things—things considered taboo. | was just over
18 years old when | figured out | liked doing things
that may seem different to some people. | did a lot
of lightweight experimentation at first, but when |
figured out I liked doing horrible things to wonder-
ful people who asked very nicely, | was wide open
to learning more and digging deeper.

For some, it's 100 percent about the sex. For
others, the rush, the power ... any combination of
those things. Everyone's psychology and motiva-
tions are different. Nothing is cut-and-dried.

Good sex is good sex. | don't compare “vanilla

sex” with BDSM goodies. For myself, that's just
a little unrealistic. Sometimes | like Granny Smith
apples, other times Mclntosh, sometimes bites of
both in the same sitting.

When you meet with your fine dermal graph-
ics artisan [tattoo artist], you're putting yourself in
front of someone to have something permanently
added to you. It is a form of submission. But per-
sonally, most of the tattoos | have seen in-scene
are on dominants rather than submissives.

My favorite tattoo is my latest: the octopus on
my left forearm. She's my rocktopus diving from the
clouds to take care of business. She's finished and
a nice, bright shade of magenta. | usually have a
lot on my plate, and sometimes | feel like | need
eight arms to get everything done within certain
time frames, either deadlines for life-stuff or self-
imposed, but don't we all? Also, imagine eight
paddles at the same time ....

PETRO, ALEX COLBY; HATFIELD, JOJO AT TAIYOU PHOTOGRAPHY; NOCTURNIA, STEVE LEASE
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NICK HAWK: GIGOLO

After four years in the Air Force | became a strip-
per to pay the bills, finish up college, and start my
own company. Then an escort or gigolo was some-
thing that definitely sounded interesting. | really see
myself helping and making people happy, and it's a
great feeling. Bookings were minimal in the begin-
ning but definitely gave me some good experience
in preparation for my Showtime TV show, Gigolos.

Tattoos were something that | always wanted. |
had many ideas, but | thought it was best to not have
them, as | was seeking a profession in acting. But
when | signed on to the show, I hit the tattoo shop
once a week. My main tattoo, located on a large
percentage of my body, including my left shoulder,
left arm, chest, back, midsection, and penis—yes,
on my penis—is a Symbiote. It's an alien creature

from comic books that attaches to you. The creature
doesn't always have the best intentions; it brings out
your dark side and makes you not care as much. It's
a metaphor for the life that | have chosen.

I'm definitely more selective with clientele now
than when | first started. I'll meet with anyone, but
| typically only see clients who | have a connection
with. I've been fortunate enough to meet a bunch
of wonderful people, see a lot of wonderful places,
and do a lot of fun stuff. | love what | do, but | put a
lot of time, effort, and focus into it, so | can only see
so many clients. Not to mention working on my act-
ing career, music, sex and relationship advice web-
site, nickhawksexpert.com, and sex toy and novelty
line. My signature product is a dildo that was cast
from my own penis. It's pretty dope.

ZAK SABBATH AND MANDY MORBID: PORN STARS IN A RELATIONSHIP

If you're one of those people who can manage
not to act like an idiot just because everyone around
you is, porn's a pretty good job. Hot girls have sex
with us; then sometimes someone films it and we
all get paid.

Mandy is kind of a tattoo snob—she has almost
everything done by Josh Lord of East Side Ink in
New York. His specialty is doing mind-bendingly
precise copies of artwork, which is good because
a lot of what Mandy gets tattooed is stuff | drew,
and my stuff can get dense and complicated.
Being a professional artist is my day job.

I'm not even remotely a tattoo snob. | have a
few by Josh and a gorgeous one by Kaz—a copy

of an old Yoshitoshi print—but my whole right arm
is pretty much amateur hour. It's all apprentices
or people practicing. Mandy has a genetic condi-
tion—Ehlers-Danlos syndrome—and a whole raft
of related chronic illnesses, and | have them tat-
tooed on my inner forearm. A friend did it. It was
one of her first tattoos, and it doesn't look slick at
all, but it does the trick when | have to go to the
emergency room and fill out forms.

The tattoos do their job, even when they're bad.
If hot tattooed chicks in porn want to have sex with
you, you have to have the right tattoos—even if that
means one or two of the old ones from back in the
day that are blown out or a little wiggly.

HUNTER MOORE: SALACIOUS WEBSITE OWNER

If you didn't see isanyoneup.com when it was
up, it was a user-generated website where people
would post content like groupies’ reviews of musi-
cians that they fucked or nude pics in revenge of
someone who wronged them. It started when my
friends wanted to see pictures of a girl | had sex
with who fucked me over, but iChat was down so |
posted them on this small site | owned [isanyoneup.
com]. Then after being shared and linked to, it got
hella big and other people started uploading.

It became a collection of humor, dick pictures,
trolling, and hot naked chicks. Most of the media is
too old to understand how the internet works and
they vilified me. In a shitty way, isanyoneup.com was
a public service—for those who were slighted, | gave
an outlet. Calling a guy out for having a small dick
or a girl for having pepperoni nipples is better than
slashing someone’s tire or other extremes the jilted
take. While it's not the traditional route, | stick up for

free speech and against regulating the internet.

The media said | purveyed child porn, which is
incorrect and sick. Some users tried to post under-
age pics, but | turned them over to the FBI. I've prob-
ably put more pedophiles in jail than Chris Hansen.
Now I'm working on launching huntermoore.tv,
which will give users more control, and it's going to
be more gangster than the old site. It's going to mix
social media with tits and penises—which | hate,
but they bring traffic—on a whole new level.

Without tattoos there never would have been
isanyoneup.com. It was completely for scene kids.
| got my first piece at Forever Tattoo in Sacramento
and haven't needed to go anywhere else since. My
first, at 18, was on my chest so that my parents
couldn't see it. Funny, now | put my dick in girls’
asses on Instagram. | went to get my latest tattoo
with my dad when | closed down isanyoneup.com;
| got hated in French tattooed on my hand.
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LOUIE VITO

The fresh-faced king of the mountain is newly
tattooed and gearing up for another great season.

BY REBECCA SWANNER PHOTOS BY BRANDON FLINT

Louie Vito has been one with the snow almost since birth. By age 3, this
freestyle Olympic snowboarder was happily swooshing down the slopes on
skis. But then came the fateful day he and his dad spotted some boarders on
the slopes. Curious, they tried it out, and soon thereafter, a family of skiers
became a family of snowboarders.

Though Vito loved the idea of becoming an aerospace engineer, he was born to
be an athlete. When he was younger he had contemplated becoming a gymnast,
but it was his passion for powder that kept bringing him back to the mountain.
In eighth grade he enrolled in the Stratton Mountain School, a boarding school

in Vermont, and since then he’s never looked back.

Eventually, he turned pro, thanks in part to his competitive spirit. “No one
remembers second—I don’t want anyone to beat me in anything,” he says. With
that attitude, it’s no surprise he earned first place in the half-pipe at the 2011
European Winter X Games, first place on the Winter Dew Tour in 2011, a place on
the 2010 U.S. Olympic team, and a slew of other medals since.

Although he has yet to go under the tattoo machine for a piece that pays
homage to the sport he loves so much, he has plenty of other tattoos that

haonor his family and his faith.

INKED: How many tattoos do you have now?

LOUIE VITO: | have almost my whole arm done. |
have one big chunk left. My first tattoo was “Vito
Family” in Italian on the inside of my arm. Carey Hart
has a tattoo shop called Hart and Huntington in the
Palms [in Las Vegas], and | was too young to go
into the club, so Joe Maloof actually gave me money
for my first tattoo and then the next time | went to
Vegas | went to Hart and Huntington and he hooked
me up. My mom always gave me St. Christopher
medals for safe travels and protection when | was
traveling a lot and away from home. Being as young
as | was, | would break things—being a typical kid—
and | was like, Why don't | just tattoo it on me? |
wanted it a lot smaller than | have it, but the guy

was like, We'll see the detail if it's bigger. | called
my friend Mason Aguirre, who is a snowboarder
and one of my best friends, and he had more tat-
toos than me at the time, and | asked him what he
thought. And he thought | should do it, so | did. So
| have St. Christopher on my forearm. ... | wanted
just to have protection. I'm always traveling, always
on the road, always doing tricks that could put me
in a wheelchair or kill me at any second or end my
career. | want as much protection as | can get.

And the next? The next tattoo, my mom got for
me. | went to Norm at Lowrider Tattoos—I really like
his script—and | now have my mom'’s initials on my
wrist underneath the St. Christopher. Then on the

top of my wrist after that | got my sister's initials,
so | now have this bracelet. | have the whole inside
of my arm, so | asked my tattoo “big brothers” who
should do the rest of my art, and my friend said
Franco Vescovi. I'm Catholic, | grew up Catholic,
and it's part of my life, so | got St. Michael on top of
my arm. | just got a Bible verse that means a lot to
me, which is Philippians 4:13, right at the bottom of
my biceps and just onto the top of my forearm—so
it's almost close to a 3/4 sleeve.

How did you decide on what kind of style you
wanted? Norm is now a good friend of mine and
| would just hang out at his tattoo place in Hol-
lywood, just because it's right next to this gallery
which has a lot of my friends’ artwork from Sev-
enth Letter and MFK. | liked his script and | just
asked him and trusted his judgment. Then | just put
a lot of trust in him, and Franco is the best I've ever
seen. | let them decide how it's going to fit. | come
in with an idea and they figure out how it's going to
work. Franco did the big piece on my arm and I'm
going to have him finish it because | feel it's best to
just have one person finish it off.

What was it like getting your first tattoo? It's
one of those pains that hurts when you're doing it
but as soon as they stop you can't wait for them to
start again. The way | think about it is if you've ever
played Sting Pong, you know that when the ball is
going to hit you it's going to sting like no other, but
you almost look forward to it. You almost want that
pain. My most painful one was on the inside of my
wrist because | had a bone graft in my wrist when
| had a screw put in it, and so | had a scar. When
Norm was going over the scar | could feel it just
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because of where it was. And then Franco is really
light. He has his own gun called Bishop Rotary,
and those are really quiet, and his tattooing—I don't
know if you just get used to it, but it wasn't bad at
all. The only thing that got tired was my butt, for
sitting down for so long.

Would you ever get a snowboarding tattoo? |
probably will, but | just want to finish my arm first
with the theme that I'm going with, and once | fin-
ish that, | will probably take a little bit of a break
because then my arm will be completely done and
that's all my tattoos on one arm. And with the sea-
son coming up, | don't know when I'll have a sec-
ond, but as soon as | get down there we'll start it
up. | kind of want to get my ribs done because I've
heard how painful they are.

Thinking back to when you experienced snow-
boarding for the first time, do you remember
what that was like or why you liked it better
than skiing? | was 6. In the Midwest, out in the
boonies, it was something new. My family had a
great time trying it. | think my mom was happy
because of snowboarding’s image and the fact
that my dad was also out there among a bunch of
15- and 24-year-olds. It was a pretty funny scene.
But we both were having a blast just figuring it out.

don't lift upper body! He's like, Trust me—you're
going to get smaller but look bigger. So | changed
the way | ate and did his workouts, and before you
know it, | was smaller. | got down to 135. At 135, |
looked bigger than | was at 155.

Has it helped you? Yeah. I'll watch old footage
and be like, Holy cow, | didn't realize that | was that
flat. | can't believe | didn't fall. When you land flat,
you jar yourself. But [now] | don't have to carve out
of it—my upper body and my head are getting me
out of it. Now my balance is better and I'm definitely
stronger and | can take flatter landings now.

Does that mean no more Waffle House? That's
my favorite restaurant! Well, I'm still allowed to zig-
zag my calories. I'm going to eat enough for a small
country tomorrow. [Ed. note: This interview was
the day before Thanksgiving.] And | had Waffle
House the last time | was home because that was
my meal to get my calories up. My body burns it off
in a day or so and I'll be back to my normal weight.

So when you were first starting, were you
ever nervous or afraid of doing a trick? You
always have a little bit of a fear in you, but that's
what makes it so much better when you accom-
plish it. It's like anything you accomplish, whether

friends, [they knew] that snowboarding is num-
ber one. When | was younger, the chance of me
marrying [a particular] girl was pretty slim, and
snowboarding was what was paying the bills. It's
getting me to where | want to go. | just want them
to know I'm not going to skip a snowboard contest
to hang out. I'm not going to go skip something
that's important because you want to go on vaca-
tion. The only time it has hurt my dating life is if they
don't understand that and | can’t make plans three
months in advance because | don't know what I'm
doing three days from now.

When do you start planning for the 2014 Olym-
pics? It's always there to keep you motivated, but
you might not be training for that one thing. There
are a lot of contests in between and | want to do
well in those contests. But if | do well in those con-
tests, it keeps me on the right path going in.

Do you have a pre-competition ritual that you
do? Normally | have this song that | strap in to.
They usually tell you to get ready three people out,
so | have one song that | listen to when I'm strap-
ping in and one song that | listen to when | snow-
board the actual contest. | listened to the same two
songs every contest last year.

“IF YOU'RE GOOD ENOUGH THEY CAN'T IGNORE YOU.”

It sounds like you have a good father. What
wisdom has he imparted? “If you're in trouble,
you're doing well. If you fail, you succeed.” He has
a quote for everything. They're motivational and his
thinking was sometimes a little bit ahead of snow-
boarding's time. When older snowboarders were
getting ready for the Olympics in '98, he would
ask them about trainers, and they'd be like, It's not
cool. Now | have a trainer and | think it's one of the
best things I've done.

Speaking of your trainer, it’s John Schaeffer,
right? The same guy who trains Apolo Ohno?
Yes.

He helped you lose 10 pounds and 10 percent
body fat—did it really make a difference? I'm
pretty short and pretty stocky. So before | had
a trainer, | had a lot of upper-body strength and
weight. | met John at the Dancing With the Stars
finale [Vito was a contestant on season nine].
Apolo was there, and I'm always that person
where, if | meet an elite athlete, | have to [pick their
brain] and apply it to my own life. John, from the
moment he saw me, said, “| think you're too top-
heavy.” From the footage he watched, he said, ‘I
think | can get you to 155.” What he would do is
he wanted to slim me down and lower my center
of gravity. But | was nervous because | have thick
legs—Tlike, tree-trunk legs—and a booty to match.
| was like, I'm going to look like a bowling pin if |
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it's fear or something physical. Any obstacle you
have, if you overcome it, that feeling you have is so
priceless. If it's kind of a gnarly trick you might have
more nerves before you land it, but you can't even
put into words how good it feels. That keeps push-
ing me in snowboarding. You want to keep going
with that feeling because it's so priceless.

For instance, you were the first one to do the
backside 1080, which you did at just 17. Once
you get the taste of the contest, you want to keep
on achieving that. | always shoot for the top and
settle for less. You always want to set your sights
high and your goals high. You want to work hard to
be the best, be at the top.

What is the real difference when you’re out
there between first and third place? Is it
a mental game? No one remembers second.
| don't want anyone to beat me in anything | do;
I'm one of the most competitive people. If we're
playing Monopoly, | want to win. If we're playing
basketball—I'm 5°5", I'm not Kevin Durant—I| want
to win. | suck at tennis, but | love playing tennis. |
want to win. It's just how I've been raised, and it's
how | am, pushing myself to be the best. | don't
want anyone to beat me in anything.

Does that ever come into trouble in your
romantic life? My dating life has been pretty
relaxed. | travel so much that when | did have girl-

What are the two? The song | listen to when |
strap in is “Bad Meets Evil" by Above the Law, and
the song | snowboard to is “I'm a Boss” because—
well, one, because you got to keep telling yourself
you're the boss and you're the best because then
you'll have the confidence to do it. Then there's a
line in the song that is: I'm only 23, I'm the shit now
look at me. And | was 23 all last year.

Are you planning any tricks that you can tell
us about? No, I've learned a new trick over the
summer, another double, so now | have five dou-
bles that | can do and | just want to make up a good
run. And it's not necessarily one trick that will make
a difference; it's a combination of all of them.

I know your dad has a lot of mottoes. Do you
have ones you hold dear when training? One
he came up with and one I live by is: “If you're good
enough they can't ignore you.” | had friends going
to snowboard school who would not really be in the
scene, and the next thing you know they're the big-
gest thing in snowboarding. I've always taken baby
steps. If | do something, it'll be like, meh. If someone
else does it, it's like the second coming of God. It's
like, | already did that. How come | don't get any love
for that? Just keep being you, things will come. That's
one quote I've always embraced. Another is be
happy but don't be satisfied, because if you're satis-
fied, you plateau. At a contest, I'm stoked if | win—but
if | lose, not even a Snickers will satisfy me. 8]






IS FOR LOVE

If anyone objects to the marriage of
this couple, The Real [ Word's Sara
Bettencourt and Whitney Mixter ...

well, read this before you speak.

BY ROCKY RAKOVIC
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(Sara Bettencourt and Whitney Mixter)
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“We wanted

to show that
marriage is great
between any two
people in love.
—Whitney Mixter

INKED DOESN'T TYPICALLY PUBLISH EDITORIALS

because we feel that everybody is entitled to his own view; our magazine's mis-
sion is to bring the community together, not to alienate anyone. However—and
you probably knew there was a however coming—we do believe in civil rights.
If the magazine had been founded in the 20th century, we would likely have
rallied for women'’s suffrage and desegregation. We question changes to the
Army Uniform Regulations that would ban hand and sleeve tattoos. And when
it comes to gay rights, we can't comprehend why some Americans are denied
the right to marry. So, this magazine is using its freedom of expression to point
out that the opposition of same-sex marriage is a great injustice.

Since discrimination is often born of ignorance, getting to know a couple in
a same-sex marriage may be the first step to supporting same-sex marriage.
For that reason, please meet Sara Bettencourt and Whitney Mixter, a married
couple of the same gender. They have the same rights as everybody else in
the tattoo community except they're denied the right to have their marriage
recognized in every state of this free country.

Bettencourt and Mixter may not be perfect people, and once they move past
the honeymoon phase, they might not have the perfect relationship, but their
imperfections are what makes them an ideal representation of modern mar-
riage. To see their flaws, you can watch the first two seasons of Showtime's
The Real L Word. To witness their maturation and the culmination of their love,
make your way to the third season, the finale of which captured their wedding.

“One of the reasons we decided to have our wedding filmed was for it to
normalize same-sex marriage,” Bettencourt says.

“We wanted to share our story with the world,” Mixter says. “Much of the
world is not exposed to our view and we wanted to show that marriage is great
between any two people in love.”

Although most of the audience of The Real L Word is probably already in
support of gay rights, Mixter says that it was worth having her most intimate day
publicized if it helped to change just one person’s mind.

That person may very well have been Bettencourt’s mother. The couple says
she loves Mixter but was unsettled by the thought of their marriage. “She has a
lot of regrets about the wedding,” Bettencourt says. “She couldn’t understand
the concept, but now she does. People in her Portuguese community were
talking about it the other day and she stood up and said [paraphrasing], ‘l am
proud of my daughter. | love her partner. | love my daughter. This was a big step

for her. If | could change anything about her, | wouldn't.

Everyone involved in the wedding has grown since the ceremony, and they
all continue to grow. “We have a sense of completion,” Mixter says. “One door
is closed and now we wait for another to open. Before we were married and we
got into fights we would say, ‘Screw this.’ But now we have to work on things.”

“It is definitely hard work, but it's the happiest I've ever been in my life,” Bet-
tencourt says. “We are moving into adulthood in a realistic way.”

While the couple is “in talks” about starting a family, their only baby these
days is a clothing company called Cloth and Justice, which they are planning to
launch by spring. Born to unite their passion for fashion and their wish to help
those in need, the business will bring awareness to the plight of endangered
animals and social issues in third world countries. Bettencourt is focusing on
designing the women's apparel, while Mixter, who often wears men'’s clothes,
is concentrating on more androgynous pieces.

Eventually, as Cloth and Justice evolves, the couple hopes to have it bring
attention to gay-rights issues, including the fact that their marriage isn't fully
recognized in their home state of California (they wed in Connecticut). But the
Golden State can't force them to take off their wedding rings, and it certainly
can't do anything about the love they express through their tattoos (Betten-
court has Whitney inked on her arm, but Mixter has yet to return the honor.)

“I know she scoffs at me,” Mixter says. “But | swear I'm going to get it.”

“It's funny, when | got her name | didn't want her to think that she had to re-
ciprocate,” Bettencourt says. “But a little part of me wants her to reciprocate.”

It sounds like a normal marriage to us. Bl

FEBRUARY 2013 | 77



WWW.TATTOOEDTV.COM _
e it g Y



Graduating from college with a Bachelor's Degree
and becoming an art teacher is the dream of many
young students. Good pay, benefits, and summers
off are attractive perks to the job, one would think.
Well, this art teacher decided to take a U-turn in life
b well into his career, and not for a likely change at
that. This individual goes by the name of John
Lloyd, and decided after being tattooed himself,
he'd found his calling. John apprenticed at Atlanta’s
hot shop tattoo, and at that
point never looked back. He has been enjoying a
career in tattooing for more than a few years now,
and has found a new home in one the Midwest's

1 GOOD TINES, GREAT TATTO0S, & AN INCREDIBLE TATTO0IST!

most reputable tattoo studios,

. "We'd been fans of Truth and Triumph
from all the way in Atlanta, and | knew if | was gonna
make a move, | was gonna make it count!” Says
John. Well make it count he did. John has been
happily tattooing alongside his fellow tattooers,
radiating with good energy, and spreading that good
energy around the tattoo studio for all to feed off of.
He's alsa been building quite a reputation for himself
as an accomplished artist, and just all around good
person. John fits snug as a bug in a rug at Truth &
Triumph Tattoo, and plans on planting solid roots in
his hometown Dayton, Ohio.
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“T LIKE FOLLOWING

THE RULES-NOT IN
MOST OUTLETS IN LIFE-
BUT WHEN IT COMES

TO TATTO0S I DO.”
—RICHARD STELL

PHOTO BY JENNIFER NEWBY STELL
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When I started out we had never heard
the term ‘American Traditional,”
says legendary artist Richard Stell.
“That’s just what a tattoo was.”

As styles changed throughout the
years, Stell says he would try out
all of them to see what they were
about. And after all of the experi-
mentation, he always returned to
the style he first fell in love with. “I
think it’s important to give a tat-
too that authentic feel,” Stell says.
“The thing about traditional tattoos
is that when you pull it off and it
looks authentic—it’s something

to be proud of right there. It feels
good.” Over the years Stell has
maintained his traditional approach
to tattooing and has passed down
a similar respect for tradition to
artists such as Oliver Peck.

Today, nearing an age when most
people would be thinking about
wrapping up their careers, Stell
has decided to take on the new
challenge of opening up a shop in
Tulsa, OK. Tattooing was illegal in
Oklahoma until 2006, so it may be

a bit treacherous opening a shop
on uncharted territory. But Stell
welcomes this challenge with the
same humor that he seems to
use in all situations. “I think it will
work good—either that, or it’ll be
the biggest rotten pork chop of

AS THE OLD-SCHODL TATTOOER OPENS UP ANEW SHOP, WE TAKE ALOOK AT ™Y life.” Stell says with a laugh. As
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ONE OF AMERICA'S GREATEST TRADITIONALINKERS.  |ong as he sticks to the traditional
approach that has made him such

BY CHARLIE CONNELL @ respected artist, the new shop
PORTRAIT BY NATHAN HARMON  will surely be a success.
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INKED: What year did you start tattooing
professionally?

RICHARD STELL: | started screwing
around with it in the late '70s. | really
started working out of a shop proper
in the early '80s. | even gave up a
couple of times—I wasn't sure that |
could make a living doing this. | didn't
like working working. | worked in oil
fields and refineries, shrimp boats,
and all that stuff. It wasn't any fun.

While it may be more fun than working
on a shrimp boat, tattooing still feels
like a job at times, right? Nah, it still
never seems like work.

What drew you to the American tradi-
tional style of tattooing? It looked like a
tattoo. I'll be honest—you can still do
those as a painting or something and
it still looks like a tattoo. I'd rather do
that than something that looks like an
illustration. When | was getting into

it, black-and-gray was really coming
into its own. The guy who brought me
in was a Mexican guy, so they were
doing a lot of that. It made me really
see the difference. What | wanted

to do was the American traditional
style that was kind of going out at the
time—it wasn't as popular. We didn't
really call it black-and-gray back then;
it was jailhouse style and everybody
wanted that. The prison guys would
come back with that stuff. They were
getting it out of necessity, from guitar
strings, and all they had to work with
was black ink. It turned into the tough
style, which was kind of funny to me.
The tough style was this fine line—
delicate and almost feminine-looking
stuff—since they had limited needles
and no color at all. It turned into the
tough-guy style. Strange, huh?

Have you been tempted to try other
styles over the years? Man, | tried it all!
| remember that first TattooTime that
Ed Hardy put out was the tribal issue.
| actually had some tribal stuff, and

| couldn't give that stuff away. Years
later, like 10, that's all | was doing.
People were getting big zebra stripes
all over their arms. | did that. I've done
some black-and-gray, which | enjoy
too. And we didn't call it new-school
when it came around either—it was
just the new modern thing. There
was that period when everything was
bolder and brighter. I've done a bit of
everything. | didn't really mess much
with Japanese until lately. | didn’t

have expertise with it, and there were
plenty of people doing a really great
job with it. Now | really enjoy that too,
because it takes a lot more discipline
than anything else does—a lot of bold
lines, contrast shading.

When you are working in different styles,
do you feel it’s a necessity to put your
own touch on things? No. If it's tradi-
tional like that, it should just be pass-
ing it on. You can't re-create it. You
can't reinvent it. People try it all the
time and usually it ends up lacking in
something. That's right there in the
word itself, tradition. It's doing things
the way they were done before. A lot
of people try and make it their own,
but you can't call that traditional.
Based in traditional? Maybe. It just
becomes contemporary.

Do you ever feel like adhering to tradi-
tion stifles your creativity? | think

it's important to give a tattoo that
authentic feel. | have plenty of other
outlets for my creativity. | can paint,
and stuff where | can do whatever

| want where there are no rules. |
like following the rules—not in most
outlets in life—but when it comes to
tattoos | do. The thing about tradi-
tional tattoos is that when you pull it
off, and it looks authentic, it's some-
thing to be proud of right there. It
feels good. There are a lot of people
that want to put their personality into
it, well, fine for them. | don't need to
express myself in that way.

While you have found a style that suits
you, and you have been doing it for many
years, is it still possible for you to learn
new things? You have got to keep
learning. There are so many ways

to do one picture. Most of them are
wrong [laughs] but you have got to
make those mistakes to learn them—
just hope that you make those mis-
takes on paper first and not on skin.
You can throw those away. The best
you can do with skin is just deny that
you made a mistake and then you are
just lying to yourself. Lying to your-
self is rampant based on how many
comb-overs there are in this world.

Lately you have been having some health
problems and you have been struggling
to find health insurance. What's going on?
Yeah, we've been trying to get insur-
ance. I've got a double hernia going
that needs to be operated on. That

came from working in the shop. Com-
plications from diabetes and just get-
ting older, that's life. You spend a lot
of time feeling like you're bulletproof,
but it turns out life ain't that way.

You've had some complications with
your eyes-are you worried that will
cause your eyesight to fail? As an artist
that could be a big fear. Well, | can
see. The only problem is fatigue. If

| get too tired my eyesight gets a
little swimmy. I've had some bleed-
ing behind the eyes and that made
me really snap back and start taking
care of myself. ... Damn, man, don't
bummer me out like that.

But the lifestyle of a tattoo artist can be
cool and carefree. You get to travel and do
what you love while making a living. But
there are those downsides, like not hav-
ing the stability of other jobs that might
provide health insurance. Do you ever
regret the life you chose? It's discipline.
It's all up to you. | am not the poster
child for discipline, by any means. For
a while | worked at a factory where |
had to punch a time clock and follow
a dress code. | worked in a refinery
where there was a guy to check if
you had shaved right when you came
in the gate, in case you had to throw
on a respirator. If you hadn't shaved
they gave you a Bic and you had to
go to the water fountain. Not a lot of
laughing and smiling going on in that
environment, just a lot of moaning
and whining for a very small check.
When | was working in the oil field |
was also tattooing at night for a little
while. It was pretty tiring but | was
really young so | did it. My pop told
me to keep my job in the oil field so
that | would have insurance. | saw a
guy get his fingers cut off one time.

| saw a guy die. | thought, So that's
why you need the insurance here.
Once | started making more money at
night than | was all day at the oil field,
that's when | figured that | would just
take my chances with the tattooing.

It’s at least a lot safer work environ-
ment. I've never seen anyone get
their fingers cut off tattooing. Not
while tattooing, anyway. [Laughs.]
I've heard of people getting their
fingers chopped off because of tat-
tooing, but not while tattooing.

Over the years tattoo culture has
changed a great deal and become more

“WHEN I STARTED
OUT WE HAD
NEVER HEARD THE
TERM ‘AMERICAN
TRADITIONAL.
THAT’S JUST WHAT
A TATTOO WAS.”

accepted- You think? [Laughs.] There
was no “tattoo culture” back then.

All we had was the National Tattoo
Convention. When | started out there
was one convention a year. Now
they have become expos. It's like gun
shows: “Come on down Sunday if
you want good deals, folks!”

How do you feel about all of the changes
the industry has gone through? I'm not
one to bitch about it. It's interesting to
see how much it has grown; | never
would have foreseen this. When |
started tattooing | knew two people
with tattoos: my dad and the guy who
did his tattoos. My generation wasn't
interested in it. It was something that
their dads had from the war. It used
to be a cycle where every other gen-
eration liked it. You either got them
because your parents didn't have
them, or you avoided them because
your parents had them. Now I've tat-
tooed whole families. Kids, parents,
grandkids, whatever. Who cares®? |
remember when there was one book
in the bookstore with tattoos in it. |
saw this movie where a guy got a
tattoo on his lip. It was called Jab-
berwalk [This Is America], and it was
all about weird shit in America, at

the drive-in. It just stuck in my head.
My grandpa used to say, “Richard is
always into the weird shit.” | lived in a
little country town where nothing ever
happened. | was attracted to any-
thing strange or out of the ordinary.
Everyone in my family was always
petrified of snakes, so | became really
interested in snakes.

Do you ever think that all of the ways
tattoo styles have changed is bad for
tattooing as a whole? Some of the
things those kids do with the real-
ism, | admire it. | don't have the
desire to do it—I've found what |
like to do and I'm going to stick to
that. | don't hate them for it. | want
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to see what it's going to look like

in 20 years, but there is no way

to find out other than waiting 20
years. We're going to have to wait
and see. Some of it looks like it's
going to work, but it all depends on
the adeptness of the hand that's
applying it. You see a lot of people
trying to illustrate what they see,
but they aren't really getting it in
there good. Going back to how it's
weird how tattooing became popu-
lar, look at all the things that have
become popular. | got chased off
of one of my girlfriend’s porches by
her daddy because | was riding a
motorcycle and | had tattoos. Now
| imagine that if her daddy is still
alive he probably has a little tattoo
and is riding a Harley Softail and
enjoying his retirement.

You mentioned earlier how the popular-
ity of tattooing used to skip genera-
tions. Do you feel like there is any way
that tattoos will go back underground?
No, not now. | think that on a philo-
sophical level I've always believed
that the more people there are,

and the smaller the world gets, that
everyone wants to be an individual.
Tattooing seems to be one way to
do it. Even if they have the same tat-
toos, they feel like they're different.
People have always decorated their
bodies one way or another. Whether
it is clothing, doing weird shit with
their hair, or getting a big ol' tittie job
or something like that. Look at how
many people have face tattoos now.
You see that a lot. In the old days
people with face tattoos wouldn't be
let into tattoo conventions because
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the press was there. We were try-
ing not to give us a bad name, or a
worser name. There’s a nice south-
ern word for you, worser.

It’s really hard to imagine that someone
would be turned away from a tattoo
convention for having a face tattoo now.
Having a tattoo certainly doesn't
close as many doors as it used to.
You can get a job now. It used to be
that you couldn't get a job if you had
forearm tattoos. People like them,
people are drawn to them, and they
are drawn on them. Little kids want
to get tattoos now because it's what
they see everywhere.

It would have also been hard to imagine
tattooing being the basis of a television
show a while back, yet you recently
appeared as a guest judge on Ink Mas-
ter. Tell us a bit about that. That's all
I've been talking about since that
show came out! It was fun being on
it. Oliver worked for me 20 years
ago and he's like one of my bastard
sons. So it was a lot of fun doing it
with him. Other than that, those kids
suck! There were so many people to
choose from and they've got those
sucky-ass kids on there.

Tell us a little bit about the shop that you
are about to open in Tulsa. We've been
working on this place that used to be
a massage parlor and whorehouse for
years and years. It's been fun dealing
with that, trying to build a place when
people knock on the door wanting
arub and a tug. It's been there for

so long that even when there are

no signs on the windows anymore,

“WHEN I STARTED TATTOOING I KNEW

TWO PEOPLE WITH TATTOO0S: MY DAD
AND THE GUY WHO DID HIS TATTO0OS.
MY GENERATION WASN'T INTERESTED
IN IT. IT WAS SOMETHING THAT THEIR
DADS HAD FROM THE WAR.”

people keep coming. It was funny at
first, but by now it's like, “Get out of
here! We don't do that no more!”

It’s funny the first couple of times, but
not so much after that. Exactly. It hap-
pens four, five times a day. Middle of
the night, first thing in the morning,
whenever. Right down the street
there's two more of them. When we
went to sign the lease they still had
the old sign up; the place was called
Miss Saigon. We figured that there
was no way these people would
turn us down. You get a lot of that

in tattooing. When you go to open

a tattoo shop you'll hear, “No, get
out of here.” But here we're helping
them move up a little in the world.
There's nothing wrong with whor-
ing. | mean, God bless whoring—it's
good, honest work. | don’t know how
long it's going to take to change

the stigma of the location. The first
day we started renovating the shop
the news showed up to do a story
about prostitution. | said, “Come on,
fellas, give us a break. We're having
trouble as it is. You don't need to put
it on TV what this place used to be.”

Do you know when the shop is going to
be up and running? At this time it is
officially “sometime in the future.”
We're busting our asses as hard
as we can. lt's right on the cusp of
going from “really difficult” to “roll-
ing downhill.” Every shop that I've
built before started off as an empty
box and we filled it. I've never built
a place where we had to tear it all
down to start over again. We had
to get rid of all these rooms and
re-create it. The thing about this
old building is that everything we
have planned seems to go wrong.
There will be pipes in a wall when
we thought there weren't any, so
we have to rethink it. Once we get
it all done we get to start jumping
through hoops with the Oklahoma
Health Department. It's a really dif-
ficult state to open a shop in.

What makes opening a shop in Okla-
homa sa difficult? Tattooing has only
been legal there for six years and
they are still trying to figure it out.
Back in Texas | worked with the
health board and helped make some
of the laws there. | think Jennifer and
| are going to try and help out the
state here. What they seem to be
doing is kind of backward here, in
that they are punishing people who
are trying to do it right and being
really hard on them.

What compelled you to open a shop

in an area where it is so difficult to
navigate the laws? | didn’t want to
open a shop with anyone that |
knew because that's a sure way

to lose a friend. And | didn't want
to go someplace where | had a
friend established already. | didn't
want to, for lack of a better word,
compete with them. | don't think
it's competitive, but you don't want
to go into their town and open up
a shop. When | looked at Tulsa, |
didn’t know anybody, and nobody
was doing what I'm doing. | think
the oldest guy there is 35, and
they aren't doing traditional. So I'll
be a niche. There's no real history
there, so | can make up some his-
tory. | think it will work good. Either
that or it'll be the biggest rotten
pork chop of my life. It's just going
to be me and Jen, maybe some
guests every once in a while. It's
not like we're going to be taking
away some kid's college money by
showing up there. | can only do so
much, and it's a nice place to live,
it's a nice town. Maybe it's a kind
of semi-retirement for me. The rent
is easy and I'm not going to have to
bust my ass while doing that mobile
tattooer game. If | don't have that
much to do I'll have a lot of time to
paint, and that's a good thing. Bl

Stell’s Shop: Pair-0-Dice
2921 S. Harvard Ave.
Tulsa, Oklahoma
richardstelltattoos.com
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From left: Ben Volt, Michael
Bennett, Matt Matik, Roxx.

2SPIRIT
TATTOO

11 Pearl Street
San Francisco, CA
415-701-8288
2spirittattoo.com

BY LANI BUESS

PORTRALT AND INTERIOR
BY BRITTANY POWELL

86 | INKEDMAG.COM

Tattoo artist Roxx is comfortable
in her own skin. The owner of 2Spirit
Tattoo has unabashedly loved black-
work—stylized line and dot-work
tattoos done only with black ink—for
more than 20 years. She's covered in
the style, and proudly specializes in
it. “l was always very aware that | was
doing this very ‘uncool’ and ‘unpopu-
lar' type of tattoo work,” she says of
blackwork, which is reminiscent of
tribal tattoos. “Some other tattooers
would sneer at it and make fun of it.
| would just shrug it off and keep on
trucking because | loved it then, | love
it now, and will love it always.”

For Roxx, tattooing isn't simply

about slapping ink on a canvas of
skin to create a pretty picture; it's
about appreciating the beauty of the
human form. “I think the human body
is such a divine creation,” she says.
“It's so interesting to study how
humans have decorated themselves
to celebrate themselves, mark
themselves, label or identify them-
selves in whichever way, shape, or
form tattoos have taken in various
cultures. | continue to be inspired
by the beauty of tattoos from the
past.” And it's the human struc-
ture—the curvature of the body, the
complex musculature—that serves
as the medium for her self-expres-

sion. She works with these shapes
to make a tattoo flow organically
with a person’s physique. “l am
always trying to make a million
micro-calculations as | work, decid-
ing what is enhancing the body and
what is hiding the form underneath,”
she says. “| try to find a balance in
between both—between adorning
the body yet not covering up.”
Attaining inner balance and get-
ting her artistic bearings have been
motivational forces in Roxx's own life.
In the '80s, she was hand-poking
punk rockers in London, working as a
motorcycle courier to pay for a Pres-
tige autoclave and a couple of Micky



Tattoos, clockwise from above:

Matt Matik; Bennett; Roxx (2); Ben Volt.

Sharpz machines. With an insatiable
wanderlust, the self-taught artist
jumped around a lot. She moved to
Edinburgh and opened her own shop
in 1993, then went on to Amster-
dam, where she worked at what she
calls “some janky tourist shop.” Next,
she landed a gig at Tattoo Peter,
one of Europe’s oldest tattoo shops,
located in the heart of the red light
district. “Hookers in windows on one
side, weed shop on the other,” she
says of the experience that boosted
her expertise the most. After getting
burned out on doing “purple dol-
phins and barbed wire,” she opened
another shop in 1998. Her stint in

ichael Bennett;

Amsterdam lasted 10 years, at which
point she packed up her belongings
and headed to “tattoo heaven"—her
name for San Francisco—where she
opened 2Spirit Tattoo. As blackwork
becomes more popular in the States
(it's already loved in Europe, she
says), 2Spirit, whose entire staff—
Michael Bennett, Matt Matik, and
Ben Volt—cater to the style, is ready
to meet the demand.

But 2Spirit offers a far greater
service than blackwork. As an openly
gay-friendly custom studio, it's a
place where people from all walks
of life can feel as confident in their
skin as Roxx feels in her own. “I think

sometimes queer folk have felt a little
oppressed or intimidated in the tra-
ditional tattoo environment,” says the
artist. “Some people like being tat-
tooed by queer tattooers! Many like to
support the community by supporting
queer-owned businesses. | just want
my shop to be a place where anyone
can come and be treated with [the]
respect they deserve as a human
being on the planet.”

Fortunately, Roxx, who is gay, dis-
closed her sexual preference when
she first began working in shops and
never got much flak for being a les-
bian in the tattoo industry. “It never
posed that much of a problem for

me,” she says. “I don't take any shit
from homophobes or bigots. If any-
one had an issue with my sexuality
they never really said it to my face.”
“I have been treated with respect
by all the tattooers | have worked
with and continue to be,” she adds.
Granted, there was a time when
some male clients would walk the
other way when approached by a
female tattooer, but the times—and
the tattoo industry—are adapting.
For when it comes to creating kick-
ass art, the tattooer's gender and
sexuality shouldn't matter, says Roxx.
“I think the work should speak for
itself—regardless of who did it."8]
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LIZ COOK

VISIT: lizcooktattoo.com

What tattoo artists have influenced your
style the most? Johnny Head, Guy
Aitchison, Dean Cook, Tom Ren-
shaw, Nikko, DeVries, Roman ... all
of these artists really represent the
next level of tattooing, and it became
a personal goal to get to that point.

How would you describe your take on
tattooing? | have a heavy saturation
with a focus on contrasting color
theories—realism with some rendered
illustrative elements. Pretty faces
appear often as a theme for me, as |
feel they really lend themselves to an
understandable framework that works
well for a multitude of other changing
and developing artistic elements.

As a woman, does it seem more difficult
to gain recognition as a tattoo artist?

| think there are so many good tat-
tooers and artists that it is hard to
gain recognition in the industry,

regardless of whether you're male
or female. You really have to not only
be a good artist but you also have
to be a good businessperson. It
definitely comes down to networking
and great teamwork.

Can you tell us about any memorably odd
tattoos you've done? | did a portrait of
my friend Peter where he was mak-
ing this really cut-up face. Every time
I look at it | just can't help but laugh.

When you're tattooing a pinup, do you
focus on details that a male tattoo artist
may not necessarily think about? | have
a certain way | like features to look
like, but | have noticed the same thing
from both male and female artists.

Do you have any tricks for executing a
pinup? | find for realistic pinups they
just can't be too small or the detail
won't hold up as well. B
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NAME: Stefania Cetta
SHOP GIRL AT: Wyld Chyld Tattoo, Queens, NY

OUR SHOP IN WHITESTONE [NY]1IS the most chill environment
ever. We're constantly laughing and just having a blast.
Not a day goes by that someone isn't in tears from laugh-
ter. It's a comfortable place to work, and definitely the
most comfortable place I've ever been tattooed.

T ABSOLUTELY LOVE MY JOB and | think it's extremely reward-
ing. I've seen some amazing work done by these artists.
We really pride ourselves in taking the best possible care
of everyone that walks through the door. I've also made
some awesome friends in my time at Wyld Chyld—and
since good friends are hard to come by, | find myself to
be quite lucky to be surrounded by such amazing people.

LIKE ANY JOB, ITS NOT ALWAYS PEACHES and cream and we
all have off days, but no matter what, it's all love. I'm the
only girl in the shop and | add my girly touch to the place,
but basically I'm one of the guys. The tattooers consider
me to be a “bro-chick.”

Know a stellar shop
assistant who keeps

the autoclave humming
and the tattoo stations
organized? E-mail us at
shopgirl@inkedmag.com.

photo by LAUREN PERLSTEIN
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EXXXOTICA

What's the largest event in the U.S. dedicated to sex? No, not a party
at the Playboy Mansion: Exxxotica. The festival of flesh brought out adult
stars such as Teagan Presley, Charmaine Glock, Joanna Angel, and a
cadre of Burning Angels who showed off their ink to adoring fans.




ART OF THE ASSASSIN

Assassin’s Creed Il and Rock the Vote teamed up for a traveling gallery

featuring Ariel Erestingcol, Artek, DualForces, Mark Dean Veca, Racecar
13, Dora Drimalas, Thank You X, and Brian Flynn. At the New York City
launch were tattoo TV stars Chris Torres and James Vaughn.
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GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS
Taler Nichols curated the “Girls, Girls, Girls” showcase—art of women by
” kick-ass women—at The Pretty Pretty Collective in San Francisco. Every
é pretty thing from mermaids to Blondie was displayed on the wall, and,
% well, a few pinups walked in on the arms of visitors.
4
o
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DEATH ROW

Inked Shop handles the headhunting for you. Keep these
tiny skulls ($14.95, inkedshop.com) as a trophy bracelet.

HEADS WILL ROLL

Looking for the ring that suits you? Check out the Inked Shop
jewelry selection. These skull rings ($39.95 each, inkedshop.com)
and other cool pieces are available now.
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ADVERTISEMENT

FOUL PALS

Keep one half of this
necklace ($39.95,

. inkedshop.com) for
RN yourself, and give
the other half to your
“best fuckin friend” .

AFTERLIFE APPAREL

The more skeletons in your closet the better! This
Inked of NYC sweatshirt ($45.95, inkedshop.com)
features one of our favorite skull designs.

TO GET 10% OFF USE THIS CODE : INKED213
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Try Something 48
New in Bed! ' g

Bodacious Bedding
for Babes and Beaus

See more at www.SinlnLinen.com

Money DOES grow on trees!

EveryBodyJewelry
Every Style of Jewelry
For every type of boady ...
www.everybodyjewelry.com

Wholesale Body Jewelry
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MIKE RUBENDALL

MATT BECKERICH
JUSTIN WEATHERHOLTZ
Kings Avenue Tattoo
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