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whoosh, whoosh, whoosh. Spinning
at 10 revolutions per second, the
boomerang approaches a speed of
55 mph along its circular path.

Chet Snouffer, 29, makes and sells
boomerangs. He also throws
them—uwell enough to win the 1985
world championships held in Paris.
In the U.S. Boomerang Association,
Chet has been U.S. national
champion and lead American scorer
in international competition.

His presence on the throwing field
draws respect from competitors, as
do the bagful of boomerangs he
brings with him (many are shown
above). Chet'’s infamous “Black
Rose,” for instance, visible at far left

| against the bag, returns so precisely

and consistently that it seems to
have eyes. Chet engineered it that
| way, just as he builds each of his
| competitive models for a specific
| throwing event.
Where did it all begin? Inspired
| by an encyclopedia article he read
on the subject when he was 10,
Chet made his first boomerang of
%" wall paneling. He continued
| making boomerangs through high
| school and in college—selling them
| to earn some spending money.
While Chet’s life appears to

Bl revolve around boomerangs, his

greatest pride comes from the
success of the gymnastics teams he
coaches in junior high school and in
city recreation programs. He and
his wife, Carmen, make their home
in Delaware, Ohio.
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HOLLOW GRIND

s A

The not-so-difficult art of putting a

razor-sharp edge on your chisels,

plane irons, jointer Kmives, and
lathe chisels

~5
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