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‘Art’ strikes downtown BART

Gratfinn onslaught
vandalizes station

By D.B. Sanders

An unusually large amoant
ol gralfiti, which hlanketed
Berkeley s downiown Bay
Area Ropid Transit (BART) Station,
s raised conoem over scourigy in
the transportation system.

According 0 BART police the
mlaticmn was vandalized at 10; 30
Sunday morning.

* There was mradTiti on the walls,
Rillboards amd video moniiors,”
BART police LT, Donald Tong said,

Although Tong said police have
ot determined whether a froup ar
gang is responsible for the groffit,
he sald an investgation inio e
incident is underway.

“ L % unusual thot we have grafifin
this bad on the walls, Tong said.

According o & spokesperson Mrom
the tremsportation systemn, the extent
of the damage is a safety concern.

" This may be o much more scri-
ous problem then we previously

thought,” said spokesperson Bon
Rodrigeees,

Tong said although groffts ocours
on BART, more froquent crimes are
theft, mure burglary, disturbing the
pece, fare evasion and possession
of narcotics.

Y Tag™ lines reading * BAROSE3,™
a billboard miorked with the lemer X
and oiher scrawlings covencd niost
of The staion.

But according 1o Berkeley police
Syl Edward McBride, @sraffic is a
recurring problem in Berkeley.

It is werrible in Berkeley, Some
pecple do il i|||:i.|:1'|-q:nLL1;11tI:,I and
SO could e gangs,™ said

MoeBride.

‘Some people do ir
indepernderntly and
some cotld be gangs.
Feople have rtheir own
fag, a lot are intoe it for
the artistic thing.”

** Pooplc havo thoir own tag. a lot
are into it for the ardstic thing.™

Yasterday, the station walls were
being cleaned o remove the graffit
el o the walls | stairways, bench-
s, telephones atalla, sdvertising
billboards, ceiling pancls and video
RO LTS,

According to Rodrigues, it cost
BART 5125000 a yvear to have an
ontside conirctor remove graffit
From its irains and starions,

“ We have grafTio remaoved as
RO0OM 48 W Tind it e soid.

Tong snid Berkeley's downtown
BARKLD station 15 mod unlikes other
staniong in the amount of
o] i it rocsives,

® This i= the Grst Linme a
stagion
wis completely spray painted.

“If cont BART 5125000 & vear
ter Fraawvar g oadsdde conirecion
rermove grafiiti frow iix trains
arrel slerifons™.

Wirinen by TV, S
Adlicad lram
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“KEEPIT REAL HIT STEEL “

It's mo big secret that the New York Subway
iz still the most famous transit line to bomb even
today...

Writers from all over the world have pone and
arc still gaing to New York 1o try and get some
of the Mew York clean train fame.

Even though
writers know that
these frains
painted today
won'L Tun on the
line, they still
nisk getting bust-
wd o show that
they have hit the
most famous transit svstem, (the system that
started it all).

Throughout Europe writers have adopted the
hombin of the transit system, The trains are
getting painted constantly.

Now the fever of bombin the transit system
has hit Northern Califormaa, the Bay Area to be
exact, For vears wrilers rom the Bay Ares have
Dreamed aboul bombin
the transit ling called
B.ART. short for Bay
Arca Rapid Transit.

“BART system
established in
1977

Ewven Though writers were constantly bambin
the ingside of the rains s$enbbing windows ete..
Mo one had ever attempted to paint the train
itsclf. Perhaps the reason why was because
everyone knew Lthat the trains wouldn 't run on
the line, instead they would just get buffed as

* OREQ" came 10 the Bay Area with the East
Coast mentality of bombin trains. ORKO and
MPC crew from San Francisco
{ORKO,OMEN NATE) were the first not cnly o
paing 2 BART train, bul to reck a top to battom
whole car,

Even though there were rumors that others
have painted the BART trains first, there were

Not
hombed
unif]
the mid
19805
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NL2F: When did yvou gel started?
Drream: T started doin’ graffid in 1983,

NL2F: Whe were vour early influences?

Dream: My early influences were writers from Mew
York, Phase 2, Dez, Skeme, T-Kid, Shame 123, Kase 2
amnd Dondi.

NL2F:How did New York influence Oaklands graffis
siyle?
Dheann; Man, [ think that the whole
world was infloenced by Mew
York's style, In the early days in
Oakland all the letters looked like
the New York style, But like in
1987 Mutha Fuckas started flippin’
their stvles.. Evervbody was doin’
cragy wild styles wying to create New York styles and
new ideas.

NLIF: Dream, give us your opinion on why vou feel
that whenever graffiri is mentioned the focns is LA and
the Bay Area is overlooked?

Dream: Aot of the attention on LA could be credited 1o
the hex and slick bartles, that shit got much airtime,
Everyhady knew about those battles, Bui Mutha Fuckas
in the Bay Area don™ be jocking gralfiti mags anyway.
Graffiti in Oakland has always been underground.

NL2F: What do you think about the FRS movement?
Dream: [ think the FRE scene is ¢ool... There is some-
thing about bombin' freights that is different. You
don't really have o do something with alot of stvle, &
Jjust bombin' metal and knowing its going o run is 4 g
good feeling. To make a freight look pood,

a piece on a freight creates a fezl of movement,
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It just looks good on metal, unlike a wall in which vou
need to add certain things to the piece to zet movement,
The freight scene is like a big nation wide transit system
carrying picces from one coast to another.

NL2F: How important is siyle, is it a form of identity?
Dream: Tt's all about style! There could be thirty Dreams
bt Mutha Fuckas will know my style, | definitely think
it’s a form of identity.

i *we were about done, just
e | puttin’ the finishing touch-
E | es on a fresh end to end,
when all of a sudden rail-

road pigs jumped from in-
between the train line and
started chasing us”,

NL2F: Give us your craziest experience while down wil
graffii?

Dream: Ah shit! One night me, Phresh, West Coast Poen,
Wogue and this lady from 2 local college (who came along
to film us for a school project or something like that) we
were about done, just puttin® the finishing touches on a
fresh end w end, when all of a sudden railroad pigs
jurnped from in-hetween the train line and started chasing
us, We all broke, they chased us about a good mile. The
lady who was filming us, we found out later that she zot
tackled to the grouncd. We thought we got away as we sl
there out of breath (me, Peoem, Vogue and Phresh), when
all of sudden we seen two cop cars ollin® up on us,




“We thought we got away as we sat there out of
breath, me, Foem, Voguee and Phresh, when all of
sudden we seen two cop cars rollin® up on us™,

Me and Phresh were hiding wder a Cadillac, Vogue
and Poem were nowhene o be found. T oold Phresh af
they get any closer I'm running, Just as I said that
they got real close. I started ruoningsand hopped a
couple of fences, Phresh stayed behind and was
arrested, they still continued 1o chase me though. By
o T found mysell in a shipyard with nowhere o go
with the piglets right behind me. Mow there were
three cops and one deg looking for my ass, 1

They said no problem (1 guess they liked the weed ).
S0 we drove past the spot where we were at and the
cops were stll there. When I got bome 1 gave up my
half ounce and wondered about what happened to
evervbody else, as I smoked another joint, Vogue and
Poem pot away without a chase, Phresh was canghit
and arrested. The lady who was filming got tackled
down as well os her fuckin® video camern Broke.

sand ““fuck this T ain't
ahout 1o get busted”, so

I jumped imo the water,
put my pager in my
vruth and swam o a
pier on the other side of
the shipvard, By then the
cops didn’t know where
the fuck T was. About ten minwes later T seen them
[eaving realizing that they weren't going to find me,
There | was stranded with some wef ass clothes, hut
fuck it at least 1 gt away. ™ And I still had one joint
saved from getting wet”. As | walked along the pier I
came across Twao dude’s who were Kickin® if on

one of the boats drinken beer. They asked me how
come | was all wet. | gave them some bullshit story

but [ knew they didn’t believe me =0 1 told them what

really happened. They laughed and asked me if' 1
wanted some dry clothes, I said hell yeah! They were
some cool dude’s. So | burned my last joint with'em.
We was high as fuck. But realizing 1 wasnt in the

clear vet, 1 still had to get out of the shipyard without

being seen. 1 old these two dude’s that [ would give
them & half ounce of weed if they zave me 4 ride
home.
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All This Shit for the Love of Graffiti,

NE2F: Any last wards Dream?
Dream: Yeah [!! Fuck all you punk ass bitches who
think Oakland is a joke.

Established in 1983
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Mercy, Germany

Rio, Boss,
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Zak. Frankfurt
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Virus, Canada AA Krew
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The Life and Death of Psycho City
By Osei One

For almost & decade, San Franciseo’s Paycho was a shrine o the whole Morcal/Bay Area hip hop el
seene, Peycho was where yoo went to see the best phottest picces. Psyeho had the best pieces in the Bay
hands down. Tt wie o place where writers could go und piece unmolested by the police and really create. As
with all things good nothing can last forever,

There wias an unwriticn rule in Psycha that no wack pieces conld go up and if you went over someons it
was only with sermething better, Psycho was whers the best and brightest went to put up their bes work.
According te Ham2, Caba was really the first person to start hitting Psycho, when it was just virgin walls.
Then came Dug with his picce "Psycho City". This picce not only named the spot, but set the tone for all of
the pieces to follow. “Pevcho City was one of our main gathering points, ever sinee Cuba did his thing
there, that was when it really blew up”, says artist Ham2. “Psycho was a place the you could just go and
hang aut. it was kind of set back from the street, and could jost gio und hang out. There were always people
there from all over, Seartle, New York, it was just cool”, ke remindsces.

“Alot of people from the Bast Bay weren't really going 1w San Francisco tw do stuff, especially 1o Psycho
City it was considered San Francisco's turf. but we knew people, so we could go™, Ham continues. “One
night . Del Phresh went gver there and wrote Hubba {over Cuba’s...Psycho City...piece). Psycho City had
really been established. So it said “Psycho Hubba”, People were pretry upset about that, Del couldn't o0
imte the City for asvhile™.

Eighty nine was the high point for Psycho City The palice left people alone, it was a place where writers
could go and paint, athers could watch, drnk 40, listen 10 music, meet folks and Just be part of the com-
rurity. The people who owned the buildings that the writers wers gracing with their urban masterpicces |
seemned not to mind that ¢very week they had some new multicolored collage of images and abstract leters
ko fgure out. Stumpo (police) would cruise by, but there wers no complaints and they probably figured at
lenst they knew where the wrilers were. After 1989, Poaycho City began to go slowly downhill.

The unwritten rule

“Thou shalt ni tag or otherwise deface a superior piece” seemed 1o be forgofien, as “toys™ in-
vided the shrinc like thieves in the wemple. Vagrants staried w hang oul and the urban art gallery that
Psycho became equated with trash and tag bangers, By 1992-93 the parking lots that comprised
Psycho started o get fenced off and restricted, The police started to arbitranly crack down on writers
and eventeally the shrite, the place that had been a community gathering spot for so many, became
like the traing in New York, another piece of wrbun graff lore.

Courtesy of 4080
Hip Ha Magazine
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THE LINES TOUGHEST P.O. BOM 95 BAKERSFIELD. CA. 93302
SEHD : 822 0% + £3.50 FOR SHIPPING

MEAN STREAK &

JM-T}RRERS

Colors-Inelude: Red, Black, Turquoise,
White, %lnw, Blue, Orange, Purple.....

1

lo order, send monevorders only t6 Mo Limits 2 Fame:
P.0. Box 2554 Oakland, €A 94614
$5.00 ea : includes shipping & handling. €A residents add 8.25% sales tax.
Outside US sales add 51.00

For bulk arders call
< 2 No Limits 2 Fame **
5107352 5854




THE VIDEO

it’s not oo late hﬁ:

video of GRAFFIFH L
live footage of Iull_!:'!_!s,

“Graffiti Livel

PO. Hongi:' E
Dakland, CA 946748 i

For pricing fnformation
call
FOR INF: (570) 352-5854
M.T.r.0. BOX 205302 '
| CHICAGO, IL 60680-4114 U.8.A.




WHAT’S HAPPENING
ON THE WEST COAST!!!
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A LOOK AT THE GRAFF SCENE IN:




