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*What made you start graffiti?
EKLIPS) I began writing in early 1986,
mostly tagging and drawing in piece
books,

Graffiti came natural after I stopped
breakdancing, the two kinda went hand
in hand in my neighborhood. 1 think
everyone's life is written and | was put
here for a reason, and 1 think graffiti has
a big part of my destiny.. I've always
beensurrounded by art since birth, my
godfather is a famous artist, Mr. Endre
Szasz, and as a child I would watch him
puint for hours and hours in his studio....

*How has LA graff been going?
E) Graf is very different now. First off
you didn't talk or tell people about
graffiti unless they wrote too, it was way
more taboo, There was a lot more yards
1o paint, a lot more tagging with
markers, more bus bombing and no
fucking anti-graffiti task forces. Graffiti
is worldwide connected via magazines

and internet these days, Graffiti has gone
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*What do AWR and MSK crew
mean?

E) There™s hundreds of names for
AWR MSK. Back'n the day, We sit

around and just come up with all kinds of

crazy names like ALL WEATHER
RESISTANT, ALWAYS WEARING
RUBBERS, ALWAYS WATCHING
RE-RUNS

.but the original names were

ALL WRITES RESERVED & MAD
SOCIETY KINGS.These day, we use
ANGELS WILL RISE, ART WORK
REBELS, & MAKING SUCKERS
KNEEL, MAD STREET
KNOWLEDGE.

*What is the relationship between
The Seventh Letter and AWR,
MSK crew?

Directly, AWR MSK owns & creates
THE SEVENTH LETTER. We do
everything as AWR.MSK as well with
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THE SEVENTH LETTER.

*Could you describe the history
of your crew?

E) AWR was started in 1988 by SEVEN
original members, MSK was started in
1989, but really took off when we
revamped it in 1991 as a stepping stone
into AWR. [ founded both crews at a
young age, and me and the crewsgrew up

together..

*As youve been painting, do you
have any good, dangerous, or
interesting stories?

E} Doesn't every graf writer have a ton of
good stories? 1 got stories for days, but
most of them wouldn't make
for good interview material... U'll tell you
if it wasnt for graffiti 1 would probably
have a boring life or be dead or be a dope
addict on some comer, My crew and
Graffiti life has given me many
opportunities [

dont think I would have had otherwise.
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Keep your eyes onthe walls, and your ear fo the streets....

The crew and I have traveled the worl

together and we've done a lot ofshit
together, but most of all we've grew up
together as a family and thats

the best part of all. Graffiti saved my
life..

#*Could you tell us three songs of
your favorites ones?

"l Get Lifted” by George McCrae-
reminds me of my boy PURE
"Unchained Melody" by The Righteous
Brothers-reminds me of my Father
"Shook One's" by Mobb Deep-reminds

me of my Crew

*Any message?

Keep your eyes on the walls, and your
ear to the streets..... Tryflin Eklips AWR
MSK T7L West Los Angeles Forever
Pure
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"Unchained Melody" by the Righteous
Brothers
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RETNA INTERVIEW

*Please introduce yourself.
LETNA)My name is RETNA.

Last To Serve Mad Society Kings
Ex Vandals Wild Style

*What made you start
graffiti? Could you describe
the crews you have

belonged to?

L)I got started into graffiti in the
86. | saw a kid doing a peice in
class and it just blew me away, so
| started sketching my name. |
was heavily influenced from
Gangster neighborhood blocks as
well. After school there was a
program where you would go and
play games and do homework.
Some of the councilors were from
SM13st and 17st and they would
do blocks for me so that | could
practice. When we would go on
field trips, they would show me
blocks they had did. They had a
lot of style for the time. Some of
my letter form' s are still
influenced by that period. |
became more aware of what
graffiti was about as the years
progressed. | remember seeing
peices on the freeway and they
would just make me feel good. |
never imagined | would be doing
peices myself. | never thought
about the arrest or the hardships
that came with it or the success
that you may attain from it as
well. In 86, | was in the 3rd
grade, | had the currage to cacth
my first tag in the 5th... By the

6th grade | moved to another
school where | met a kid who
taught me the history about LA
and New York Graffiti. | kept
sketching and catching tags and
by the 7th grade | moved to
another school where | met
someone who taught me about
style. | got in my first big crew in
the 8th grade called IHS(Insane
Habits). From there | met other
cats from WS(Without Sanity) |
got with them. From there | got
into a crew called 1B{lgniting
Bombs) that was 93-94, and |
changed my name many times.

| was doing bombs and fat
scratches on busses. In 94 when |
was in high school, | was
introduced to this cat called
DUSE from FH. He saw my
sketches and told me | should
start peicing. | was 15 at the
time. | responded peicing is for old
cats and I'll start doing that when
I'm 26 or something, and he said
some real important words that
grabbed me. He said if | started
now by the time | was 16-17, |
would be competing with some of
the old cats, that made a lot of
sense. So | took him up on the
offer. | got into his crew then |
got into LTS in 95. | was hanging
out with some cats from the
DRIFTERS gang and there was
this Cat named SINER who was
from 18th street and he was
allowed to come over this rival
hood. | saw that as a very
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inspirational character to know
you are from another hood and
cats from a rival neighborhood
letting you come over chill
whatever, so Paco from Drifters
was getting tired of us chilling
and he knew how much we
wanted to paint so he said yo man
ask Siner to take you to the train
yard and we were like yo we can
ask him that and he was like Siner
is cool. So when we asked Sin, he
was down for it. From there | fell
in love with LTS crew and |
wanted to be down. In 95, | was
in the 10th grade, | got the
courage to ask him to be down
and he agreed. There was only 5
heads when | got into it and Siner
was the head, but he also said
everyone was equal and that |
could have rank so | went out and
recruited a lot of young talent
that | thought would be good to
expand our crew. There was a
lot of turbulent times some cats
got into for the fame others for
business others for drugs and
parties, some faded when they
got in and others still hold it down
to this day. A lot of crews in LA
had territories where they mostly
paint. LTS was a Jefferson Park
south central crew when | got in
and the people | put on. We made
MID CITY our base and expanded
from there.

*What inspires the style of
you and LTS crew?

L)The LTS style is influenced by
many things as for myself I'm
influenced by a lot of the ancient
scribes from EGYPTIAN, MAYAN
CHINESE AND JAPANESE
CALIGRAPHY, with a touch of
GANGSTER letters, then painters
as well had an effect like Van
Gogh, Alphonse Mucha and
Gustav Klimnt Basquiat, and so
on.

Everyone in the crew I'm sure has
their own places where they draw
from most of the times we have
influenced each other as well.

#|s the current LA graffit
different from when you
started?

L)I think the way that the LA
graffiti changed when we started
by the fact a lot of the crews
were big headed cats at least
what | saw from them so we
wanted to be more open to cats
starting out like we could take
risks with people some paid off
and others made us look bad, but
overall we hold our own. We did
full color burners on crazy ass
spots where we made our work

stand out and become a standard
for wild style full color burners on
wild spots. There were lots of
tensions with other crews the
bigger we got, but we are still
here so | think that said a lot.
And plus we were already a old
crew that had just been
introduced with some young
bloods.

*As you have been painting,
do you have any good,
dangerous, or interesting
stories?

L)There are many interesting
stories to say but the one that
stands out the most was losing
AYER when he commited suicide.
| think that really hurt our crew a
lot Many people thought we
would die out few people got out
the crew so many where just
down because he was around and
when he passed they showed
there true colors. We caught
beef with a lot of cats because
we still held it down. A lot of
those don't exist anymore or
faded away into oblivion. | think
when AYER passed | myself
dedicated a whole year to AYER
peices around the city as if he
had did them. He was such an
important cat that we couldn't
just let him fade out. AYER was

a very strong and spiritual. |
know he still lives on in the sprit
world and he is still creating and
one day we shall meet again.

*Could you tell me your
favorite songs?

L)

"ALL EYES ON ME"

by 2pac—-This song was the one
we barried AYER to.

"UNTIL THE END OF TIME" by
2pac

I'm influenced by world music the
violin as well.

*Any message?

L) | want to say that | have a lot
of respect for Japan for their
anicient culture and their modern
one as well. | feel like the
Japanese people take a big
interest in Los Angeles when for a
long time we have been
neglected from the rest of the
world. Thank You. We have a lot
to offer and we feel that Japan
does as well we only speak good
things about Japan and hopefully
we can give back and inspire.
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PRIME Interview
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CHOLO STYLE GRAFFITI

CHAZ BOJORQUEZ
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Chaz Bojorquez is the acknowledged Ae0.G.Veterano GodfatherAf of East Los Angeles AeCholoAf style
graffiti for more than 35 years. At an early age, in the 1950's he experienced the graffiti tradition of the
East Los Angeles Mexican-Americans. Los Angeles 'Cholo’ style graffiti was dictated by an honored code
of writing. Allegiance to that code of traditional writing brought you respect. He studied Asian
calligraphy from Master Yun Chung Chiang (Master Chiang studied under Pu Ju, brother of the last
emperor of China). Following these experiences, in 1969 he combined the tradition and honor from Cholo
gang graffiti and his education from Chouinard with the spiritual skills of Asian calligraphy. In 1979 he
embarked on a three year round-the-world experience, visiting and living in 35 countries, studying how
graphics and letters describe culture. And he has exhibited in Mexico, Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore,
Hawaii, and more than 150 art galleries and 40 museums throughout the world and the United States.

Mr. Nicolas Cage, David Lee Roth, Esal Morales, Cheech Marin and others have bought his graffiti art. He
is also collected by many museums including the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C., and has been
reviewed by more than 190 sites on the World Wide Web.
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Graffiti Mandala’ 1999
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CHAMANVISION

DIGITAL ARTWZK / OPTIC RHYTHMS BY
GUSTAVO ALBERTO GARCIA VACA
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SPECIAL
COLLABORATION
XL or 2XL ¥1 0_800

TERSTELLAR TRANSMISSIONS
ART BOOK - /
RELEASE MAY/ 2004
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UNK BLUES

NEXT AGE CLOTHING SINCE 1998

clothing of real soul
clothing of real culture

66 TORIMACHI TAKASAKI CITY
' « WHOO-HOO!! TEL/FAX 027-321-8575 GUNMA JAPAN
> 101-8-1431 TORIMACHI TAKASAKI City GUNMA JAPAN TEL/FAX 027-325-0943

*SINCE 2001 %
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www.DRAGONGRAFF.com 054-221-5570
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CLOTHES SELECT STORE.

oO7TS-213-2078

OUTLINE 1

Vinyi& CD
GABBER, SPEEDCORE, HAPPYHARDCORE,
SPANISH HARDCORE, HARDTRANGE, HARDSTYLE.
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OPEN 12:00~21:00

#205 37-1 UDAGAWA-CHO SHIBUYA-KU TOKYO JAPAN
ZIPCORD : 150-0042 TEL/FAX : 81-3-3460-5085
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#802 2-3-27 Minamihorie Nishi-ku, Dsaka 550-0015 T/F:06-6539-73 63 E-mail:beHonjapan@hotmail.com
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