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think. So le’s kek a litle something aBout thedflegal part of graffifi, and how I've
experienced it over my fifieen years. lllegal graffit
hos come a long way, as every writer knows. It all
started with people just writing their names on walls,
and of course subways. Subway graffii is definate-
Iy illegal, and has been since it all started, way back
in the early sixties in New York. Every writer knows

that if you get caught doing a burner, bombing, or
just writing your name on the subway, you will be put through the system. That's the
always been, and why writers have to go out late at night to hit them. lllegal

graffii has now gone beyond subways, and has just
gotten iller. It's taken over the streets, train tunnels,
sanitation frucks.... Anything that a writer wants fo
put his name on. You got writers bombing highways
all over the world. Highway bombing plays a big
part in illegal graffifi, and has been for a lot longer

than a lot of writers think. I've done a lot of high-
ways in my fime, especially when | had wars with other writers. lllegal graffifi can
also be risky. Besides having the vandal squad out there trying to catch writers, you
could be bombing a tunnel and get smacked by a
irain, or if you're out bombing highways, you could
get smacked by an eighteen-wheeler. Either way,
that's the end of your ass. After all that, you've still
got writers out there hitting subways, where it all
began. Like me, | love subways. Cutting a hole in

the fence, sneaking into a yard, and just catching @
wreck on a train. Even getting chased is fun. Ifs real, and in my blood for life. Any
of you that come from the old train days know what I'm saying. Another big part
of illegal graffifi today is hitting freights trains.
Lately, a lot of writers have been smashing frains all
over. Freights are cool, but it's just not the same.
They're just oo easy. Even though illegal graffiti has
come a long way and a lot has changed, no matter
what happens the government and authorities will

never stop it. Every day there’s a new writer born.
They'll get influenced by other writers like me, and keep shit real, making sure graf-
fiti is here forever. From the ever-so-popular Bronx graffiti hardcore gangsta, Cope.

Peace and Love.
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scribble, the scripted style of a Twist tag claims the eye of
writers and the uninitiated like none other.
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DZINE continued from poge 2

respact for writers who have familis fo fake care of thet sl bomb and
because ifs what they LOVE, the act of painting, rather then some kid who
works at Dunkin Donuts and is sl iving with his/her moms Irying fo “keep
it real”. 'm really anxious to see wenty years from now who is sl painiing
and who has survived this third mainstream resurgence of Hip-Hop.

1 have always felt Hip-Hop s in the mental and not a fashion stafement.
Weren'tthe laws of Zuly meant as o foundation for awareness, growih, cnd
one love? Though each individual hos their own mind to make up, isn' it
time to do away with the writer on writer crime? Do away with the “Yo, you
went over my name” type shit. But even though that kind of emotion is whot
some people enjoy and some say is what keeps the culfure and you on your
toes.... Do we really want fo stick someone for going over a fag or @ burner?
(which | agree deserves a good ass whooping sometimes). Only we can con-
trol our destiny. As far as "being real” or keeping it “Irue”, if anyone wonls
some artwork by me, and paint how and what | want to paint..and get paid
for i, then bring it on baby! But If you're not paying my gos bill,I'm going

paint what | wan, where | want [not going over anyone of course) and
paint how | feel. As long as you know in your heart wht s right and wha
is wrong that is what matters, ot what anyone hinks cbout you or what they
say about you. Because the other person has every right fo say wht they.
feel... Art s like relgion, every one has their own philosophies and thoughts
onthe way it should be, some people go fo cerain extremes fo get thir point
across, 5o ifs a ful circle. It il go on forever. But the most fucked up thing
is that this has been going on since the beginning of fime. Everything hos
boen done before. Even befors the fist writer even wrofe on o frin. Sure in
New York it was done with a spraycan, but what about the futurists in 1919
with the 7 Agit-Train, painfing visuals and witing propeganda ke “Every
nation had or sfll has, its own form of passefism to overturn. We are ot
Bolsheviks because we hove our own revoluton o moke”...sound familiar2
O what about these huge burners being done. Some of them are fucking
mind blowing... but have you ever seen a mural done by the great Mexican
muralisis? Even modern muralists cant fuck with them. And it was David
Alfaro Siqueros in the late 40's who nsisted trying spray guns fo execute
murals faste..magine i they got @ hold of a spraycan. The point I'm fry-
ing to make i | don't think everyone is that original and you have to admit
that some pisces start looking a litle repetifious and this includes my own
work. But that doesn't mean we can't evolve and expand. So when people
ask me what kind of artist | am? Ifs simple, 'm an arfist. Not a spraycan
artist or a graffif artst. Just an artist | love fo create. We are one of the
largest art subcultures and are the biggest since conceptual ort evolved in he
early 70's. The world s fucked up as it is with Newt Gingrich, so lefs beau-
tify the world vith some burners. On that lovely note Il leave you with my
Jerry Springer thought of the day.

"By all means necessary the rap audience must grow up, the same fype
of fighting we do, they do, except we've got nothing fo blow up. It doesn't
matter i you win or lose , its how good you play the game. This is the old-
est snaak attack because it fokes away our senses fo gain. IFall | do is just
play the game then I'm just mediocre. We strive fo be the best we can be,

ot fo just get over. Some peaple say that lfe on @ whole i serious and noth-
ing s funny, but that i only if you base your lfe around compefifion and

money...Yeah I'm making some money, he's making some money. Bu none.
es, what |find o be o necessity s conirolling o

ssary”..1988.
ONE LOVE, Dzine ‘96.
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When 12 oz. Pmphev asked me to write a arficle about
doing “Legal” work on the street, | questioned the editor’s
intentions on why he wanted me to write for this special issue.
Though I've been fortunate enough to do
work for Mtv, Sony, Warner Bros. and com-
panies of the sort, that doesnt mean that |
don’t bomb anymore. | just don’t bomb in
Chicago, point blank. When | go to New
York, ltaly, England or Paris | represent
Chicago and the Midwest. I've been fortu-
nate enough to bomb with some of the best
in New York and Europe. As far as Chicago, what do | have to
prove fo anyone here 2!.... I've paid my dues. Being inducted
at the age of fifteen in 1986 into the
S.M.O.G crew (Supreme Masters of
Graffiti) and bombing everything from the
Archer Ave. bus terminal fo the Skokie
yards & rooftops along the Douglas “B” line
( now known as the Blue Line) I've had my
share of getting up. By 1989, | had hooked
up with Casper and created one of the best
crews in Chicago.... the “Aerosoul Crew”. In the past few
years | have since left the crew that | helped start, but Aerosoul

siill represents lovely.

First and foremost | have mad love &
respect for for my fellow artists like Cope 2
(fellow journalist), TAT crew, FX crew, La
Force Alphabetick, BBC crew, W.C arfists,
and all of the “Old School” who have
paved the way for me fo earn my ranks in
But before | get
into “I see this whole culture this way” and what | think, don’t

this game called “fame”.

forget that I'm only a grain of sand in the ocean. I'm one per-
son giving my opinion and using one of my
first amendment privileges (God bless
America, you gofta love em’)....OK, now
that that's all cleared up, let's go baby!
When | was thirteen and saw “Style
Wars” for the first fime, | was in Puerto Rico
on Vacation and | shit in my pants. The next
day | went out and | starfed tagging the
name “FX[special effects) all over my aunts chicken house
and on the huge boulders down by the river...and my nuts in-
gled every time | got up!. That is when | entered my first stages
of “Graffiti” and then into this world called “Hip-Hop". Let's
start off with the word “Graffiti”, derived from the word
“Graffito" which means scrawling, inscribing, or drawing on a
wall. Sure we have all done that phase and it's a natural pro-

tession | ot cidnsiwer o inifll ol oprsstves Srtes foy
before the media and Norman Mailer got a hold of us and
published “The Faith of Graffiti“2 Aren’t we the ones who
should be controlling our culture, what we
lobel ourselves as, and enjoying the
rewards of our hard work? Lately it doesn’t
seem that way. Spraycan as an art is part of
this bigger entity known as Hip-Hop which
has been raped and left for dead, but if we
as a culture can control how other American
inner city and suburbia people abuse it, we
wouldn't be on the same path as the “Romans” and the “Incas”
of self-destruction. The culture will always be here but it will
never be the era of the “Planet Rock”, so we
go on our mission fo preserve what was
“fun then, Id be geeked when she’d come
umund slim was fresh Joe, when she was
d, original, pure,
down sister... boy | fell ya’.. I miss her"
(Common Sense: “l used to Love H.E.R” from
the album Resurrection) atfitude. And some-
times people will ask me, “Yo wussup with all these permission
walls you do21”, my answer is plain and simple. But first, my

questions fo them are “How old are you?” &
- Idon't
know every person’s situation qnd | really
don't care, but I'm twenty five years old and
I'm fortunate enough to have a great girl
(even though I like to play the pimp role
sometimes), a nice studio, an apartment, a
computer, and a full color catalog that |
paid for. And | haven't punched a clock for anyone in four
years. When | work for Warner Bros. doing “Batman: The
Ride” go look at what | paint. Letters and
characters. Also, some bombing to put up
my close friends and people I respect. If you
look at the work | did for “Mortal Kombat
Il 1 did straight up tags with a Pilot. When
you look at my canvasses that | show in gal-
leries...Oh shit.. wait! They don't look like
“Graffiti"! That's right, because when | paint
in my studio | paint what | feell If it's listening to Miles Davis or
Jimi Hendrix, | paint what | want. | don't paint B.Boys with
back packs holding my nut sack, because it's not who | am. But
when | paint in public it's a different form of communication,
whether it's polifical or a siraight up wildstyle burner. | paint
for myself, and like Rakim said, to “Move The Crowd”, In the
same respect other writers paint their own emotions. | have

“Do you sill live with your moms"2

ne continved on poge 8




Start icing the beers and hiding your women cause the big boys at Twelve-Ounce
Prophet.and the Soul Kitchen will be; hitting the road this summer for our first
annual-“Paint, Plunder; and Pillage Tour ~ 96”. Besides stomping a trail across the

i wmmtry and back, and filming the first fully authorized Prophet Video, we're also
going to have a little “Host With The Most  Contest”. This:will be:where your-cre-
ativity counts. Whoever of you out there that can hook shit up the lovelyist will not
only earn the.respect of a couple of brothers from the bottom, and-put their town
‘on the. map, but: will-also earn the ultimate luxury dream’ jackpot!

Alifelong subscription to Twelye Dunce Prophet Magarine &
A stack of back:issues foryou and your erey
One thousand assorted fat and thin cips
A giftvrapped by éontaining an Uliea Wide and a Mini Wide
O hundred bueks to kill-at e Sl Kitchen
N super jambo econotiy sizéd box of immy hats

Abcayy duty inflatablé mistress for you and yoiir lvm 1o share

and bestof a

Your mug immortalized within the pages of a genuine issue of Twelye Ounce Prophett

For more information or to tell us that yaur up for  the challenge call 912-238-4844
or write to.

“Fuck the lon',o, bring onthe I’rophet Jm:kpot" c/o Twelve Ounce Prophet Magazine
P.0. Box 160601 Miami, Florida 33116-0601

705 W. Mitchell 8t. Milwaukee WI 414-645-6677
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